
ENGLISH OVAL SNUFF BOX WITH CUT AND GILDED HORN LID
A FINE ENGLISH OVAL SNUFF BOX WITH CUT AND GILDED HORN LID DECORATED WITH A ‘TROPHY OF ARMS’ 

FINE CONDITION 

17TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 2CM HIGH, 10.5CM WIDE, 8.5CM DEEP - ¾ INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE, 3¼ INS DEEP 

BELGIUM CITES: 2025/BE01054/CE
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LITERATURE

SNUFF TAKING AS A HABIT AMONG ALL CLASSES IN BRITAIN AND NOT JUST AS A FASHIONABLE ADDICTION OF LONDON
SOCIETY DATES FROM THE INTRODUCTION OF READY GROUND SNUFF IN 1702. UNDER THE COMMAND OF SIR GEORGE



ROOKE THE BRITISH FLEET IN 1702, SOME WAY OFF CADIZ, CAPTURED FROM THE SPANISH SEVERAL THOUSAND
BARRELS OF CHOICE SPANISH SNUFF AND NEAR VIGOA ANOTHER CARGO OF HAVANA SNUFF INTENDED FOR THEIR

HOME MARKET. ALL OF THIS VAST QUANTITY OF ‘SNEEZING POWDER’ WAS SOLD AT THE ENGLISH SEAPORTS AT VERY
LOW PRICES, AS THE PROCEEDS WERE TO BE PRIZE MONEY FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE SAILORS AND NAVAL OFFICERS.

THUS WAS THE GENERAL HABIT OF SNUFF TAKING BORN IN BRITAIN.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION 

EX FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NUMBER 19, ITEM NUMBER 10 

EX PRIVATE IRISH COLLECTION 

BELGIUM CITES: 2025/BE01054/CE

 


