
THIRTEEN PIECES OF SIBERIAN EVENK SHAMANIC FORGED IRON REGALIA USED AS AMULETIC ATTACHMENTS
A RARE COLLECTION OF THIRTEEN PIECES OF SIBERIAN EVENK SHAMANIC FORGED IRON REGALIA USED AS AMULETIC

ATTACHMENTS ON RITUAL COSTUME

COMPRISING THREE FLYING LOON BIRDS THE SHAMANS’ PATHFINDER

THREE CONE SHAPED MUSICAL DANGLERS ONE ON A LONG SPIRAL CHAIN

TWO DISCS WITH ATTACHMENT RINGS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MOON

FIVE HUMAN EFFIGIES TWO LARGE AND THREE MINIATURE THE SHAMANS’ SPIRIT ASSISTANTS

 

 
LITERATURE

SIBERIAN SHAMAN OF THE EVENK, YAKUT AND SEL'KUP PEOPLES ALL WORE BODY ENCASING COSTUMES WHICH WERE
HEAVILY ORNAMENTED WITH AMULETIC IRON ATTACHMENTS. DECORATED WITH IRON CUT OUTS OF ANTHROPOMORPHIC

FIGURES THE SHAMAN’S CLOTHING SERVED AS HIS ARMOUR AND WHEN IN CONFRONTATION WITH EVIL SPIRITS THE
IRON FIGURES ACTED AS HIS ARMY. THE LOON BIRD ASSISTED AS THE SHAMAN’S PATHFINDER IN ALL THREE OF THE

COSMIC REALMS OF THE SHAMANIC UNIVERSE AS THE BIRD IS CAPABLE OF FUNCTIONING UNDERWATER, ON THE
WATER’S SURFACE, AND HIGH UP INTO THE AIR.

     IN SHAMANIC RITUALS IT WAS OF CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE THAT SHAMANIC POWER BE REFLECTED IN THE DRESS AND
REGALIA USED. AN AMULETIC CHARM-LADEN COAT WAS CONSIDERED VITAL TO THE WHOLE RITUALISED DRAMA. MUCH
OF THE IRONWORK FOUND ON THE COSTUME REFERRED TO BOTH ANIMALS AND HUMANS WHO SERVED AS HELPING

SPIRITS, AND WHEN DANCED IN THE JANGLING NOISE WAS BELIEVED TO ATTRACT FRIENDLY SPIRITS. WITH ALL ITS
ATTACHMENTS A COAT COULD WEIGH UP TO 23 KILOS, BUT IT WAS BELIEVED THAT THE MARK OF A TRUE SHAMAN WAS

THAT HE COULD HANDLE THE HEAVY UNGAINLY ATTIRE EASILY. SERVING AS COMMUNICATORS BETWEEN THE EARTHLY
AND SPIRITUAL REALMS, SHAMAN WERE INDISPENSABLE TO THEIR COMMUNITY AS ADVISORS, HEALERS AND DIVINERS.

 


