
LATE HELLENISTIC OR EARLY ROMAN MARBLE FIGURE OF PAN OF THE ATHENS TYPE / ROME TYPE
AN ANCIENT LATE HELLENISTIC OR EARLY ROMAN MARBLE FIGURE OF THE GOD PAN OF THE ATHENS / ROME TYPE

 

 
AN ANCIENT LATE HELLENISTIC OR EARLY ROMAN MARBLE FIGURE OF THE GOD PAN OF THE ATHENS / ROME TYPE

SHOWN STANDING UPRIGHT ON HIS FURRED GOAT LEGS AND DRAPED IN AN ANIMAL SKIN LONG TRESSES OF HAIR
FALLING TO HIS SHOULDERS A SHAGGY BEARD HOLDING HIS PIPES OR SYRINX IN HIS HAND

INCRUSTATION AND DAMAGES TO THE SURFACE THE LOWER LEGS MISSING

1ST CENTURY BC - 1ST CENTURY AD

SIZE: 36CM HIGH, 17CM WIDE, 6CM DEEP - 14¼ INS HIGH, 6¾ INS WIDE, 2½ INS DEEP / 41CM HIGH - 16 INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

 
LITERATURE

WITH THEIR WILD HALF-HUMAN CHARACTER, FIGURES OF PAN SYMBOLISED DIONYSIAC UNTAMED NATURE. HIS IMAGE IS
CLOSELY RELATED TO THOSE OF SATYRS WITH WHOM HE WOULD ROAM THE COUNTRYSIDE OFTEN ACCOMPANYING
DIONYSOS ON WINE DRINKING, MUSICAL AND EROTIC PURSUITS. HE IS SHOWN CARRYING A SYRINX, A SET OF PIPES

NAMED AFTER THE NYMPH SYRINX WHO WAS TRANSFORMED INTO A REED BED AND FROM WHICH PAN MADE HIS PIPE.



THIS BUCOLIC PAN FIGURE WAS PERHAPS PART OF A DECORATIVE RELIEF PANEL MOUNTED ON A PILLAR AND
DISPLAYED FREESTANDING IN AN ANCIENT VILLA GARDEN OR PERISTYLE COURT AS FOUND IN THE CITY OF POMPEII.

RELIEFS WITH FIGURES AND MASKS OF A DIONYSIAC THEME WERE PARTICULARLY POPULAR IN GARDEN DECORATION
DURING THE 1ST CENTURY AD.

 
PROVENANCE

SOLD SOTHEBYS, LONDON 8TH / 9TH DECEMBER, 1986 LOT 306

EX COLLECTION OF DIETER WYSS (1923 - 1994)

THENCE BY DESCENT

SOLD CHRISTIES LONDON, 13TH OCTOBER 2008, LOT 26

EX ENGLISH PRIVATE COLLECTION

CF: FOUR STATUETTES OF ATHENS / ROME TYPE IN ROME IN THE VILLA ALBANI INVENTORY NO’S 508 - 511

 


