
A FEW STRANDS OF NAPOLEON’S HAIR CONTAINED IN A PAPER WALLET
A FEW STRANDS OF NAPOLEON’S HAIR CONTAINED IN A PAPER WALLET INSCRIBED IN INK ‘HAIR OF EMPEROR NAPOLEON
CUT FROM THE SIDE OF HIS HEAD AFTER DEATH AT ST HELENA IN THE PRESENCE OF MAJOR W. CROCKAT TO ... WHOM IT

WAS PRESENTED BY ONE OF LIEUT- AND GIVEN BY CROCKAT TO ME AT PORTSMOUTH WHEN ASSISTING WITH HIS
RETURN HOME’

 

 
LITERATURE

AFTER HIS DEFEAT AT THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO UNDER THE COMMAND OF THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON, THE BRITISH
EXILED NAPOLEON TO THE REMOTE ISLAND OF ST HELENA IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC. THERE HE LIVED IN ISOLATION AT

LONGWOOD, WHERE HE DIED SIX YEARS LATER AT THE AGE OF FIFTY-ONE.

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE (1789 - 1821) WAS EMPEROR OF THE FRENCH FROM 1804 TO 1815. AS ONE OF THE GREATEST
KNOWN COMMANDERS, HIS CAMPAIGNS ARE STILL STUDIED TODAY BY MILITARY SCHOOLS ALL OVER THE WORLD. HIS

POLITICAL AND CULTURAL LEGACY HAS ENDURED AS ONE OF THE MOST CELEBRATED DECISIVE AND CONTROVERSIAL
LEADERS IN HISTORY. HE IMPLEMENTED FUNDAMENTAL LIBERAL POLICIES IN FRANCE AND THROUGHOUT WESTERN

EUROPE AND HIS NAPOLEONIC CODE HAS INFLUENCED THE LEGAL SYSTEMS OF MORE THAN 70 NATIONS.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION 

NOTE:

NAPOLEON DIED ON MAY 5TH 1821 AND ON MAY 7TH GENERAL HUDSON LOWE SENT WORD TO LONDON FROM ST
HELENA WITH MAJOR CROCKAT ON BOARD THE ROYAL NAVAL SLOOP ‘HERON’

THE SHIP ARRIVED IN PORTSMOUTH ON JULY 4TH AND CROKAT DELIVERED LOWES MESSAGE TO EARL BATHURST,



SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WAR AND THE COLONIES

CROCKAT HAD REPLACED ENGELBET LUTYENS AS ORDERLY OFFICER AT NAPOLEONS RESIDENCE OF LONGWOOD ON
ST HELENA

 


