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LITERATURE

IN THIS BEAUTIFUL RENDERING OF FEMALE FECUNDITY, THE FLOWING ROUNDED FORMS HAVE AN AFFINITY WITH THE
SCULPTURE OF EUROPEAN PALAEOLITHIC TRADITIONS. FROM THE SIDE THE ARMS CAN BE SEEN AS STYLISED CURVES

BLENDING INTO THE ROUNDED PREGNANT ABDOMEN. FACIAL FEATURES ARE OMITTED AND THE BREASTS ALWAYS
PENDULOUS AND HEAVY. THE DISTINCTIVE T-SHAPED HAIRSTYLE WORN BY THIS FIGURE IS CHARACTERISTIC OF ESKIMO
WOMEN FROM THE COASTAL REGIONS OF GREENLAND, ESPECIALLY AMMASSALIK IN THE EAST. DESCENDANTS OF THE

THULE ESKIMO, THEIR LONG HAIR IS TIED UP WITH A BAND SO AS TO PROJECT ABOVE AND BEHIND THE HEAD, AND
THOSE FROM AMMASSALIK HAVE THE TOP KNOT DIRECTLY ABOVE THE HEAD. ANOTHER FIGURE ILLUSTRATED BY

FITZHUGH (PALEO-ESKIMO CULTURES OF GREENLAND 1984 PAGE 534) FROM NORTH WESTERN GREENLAND HAS IT



PLACED FURTHER BACK. SEVERAL WOODEN, WHALEBONE AND WALRUS IVORY FIGURES HAVE BEEN COLLECTED FROM
GREENLAND, ALL OF THEM RECOGNISABLY FEMALE AND PREGNANT.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX COLLECTION MAURICE BONNEFOY (1920 - 1999) NEW YORK 

ACQUIRED EARLY 1960’S

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION ACQUIRED FROM THE DECEASED ESTATE

CF: A SIMILAR EXAMPLE IN WALRUS IVORY IN THE ROBERT AND LISA SAINSBURY COLLECTION UNIVERSITY OF EAST
ANGLIA UK (UEA 107) ACQUIRED 1957

 


