
PAIR OF ENGLISH GEORGIAN ‘GRAND TOUR’ EMBROIDERED SILK PICTURES
A FINE PAIR OF ENGLISH GEORGIAN ‘GRAND TOUR’ EMBROIDERED SILK PICTURES DEPICTING VIEWS OF ‘THE TEMPLE

ERECTHENS AT ATHENS’ AND ‘THE RUINS OF THE PANTHEON AT ATHENS’

 
LITERATURE

THE ERECHTHEUM OR ERECHTHEION (SPELT ‘ERECTHENS’ IN THE SILK WORKS TITLE) IS AN ANCIENT GREEK TEMPLE
ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE ACROPOLIS OF ATHENS WHICH WAS DEDICATED TO ATHENA AND THE GOD POSEIDON.

DURING THE OTTOMAN PERIOD IT WAS THE RESIDENCE OF THE TURKISH COMMANDERS’ HAREM AND THE WHOLE SITE
OF THE ACROPOLIS WAS TAKEN UP BY A TURKISH GARRISON.

     THE DEBATE OVER THE RESTITUTION OF THE ELGIN MARBLES CONTINUES, AS IT HAS DONE SINCE 1833 WITH THE
FOUNDING OF THE INDEPENDENT GREEK STATE, BUT THE BASIC FACTS ARE OFTEN IGNORED. THE AMBASSADORS

OFFICERS REMOVED THE MARBLES WITH A VALID CONSENT FROM THE PROPER AUTHORITIES AND IF THEY HAD NOT
DONE SO THE STEADY DESTRUCTION CAUSED BY THE TURKS AND CASUAL TOURISTS WOULD HAVE SUBSTANTIALLY
REDUCED THE SURVIVING RELICS THAT WE SEE TODAY. OF COURSE THE FRENCH OR GERMANS WOULD PROBABLY

HAVE GAINED PERMISSION TO CARRY OUT A SIMILAR EXERCISE TO LORD ELGINS AND THE DEBATE WOULD NOW INVOLVE
PARIS OR BERLIN RATHER THAN LONDON. IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED ELGIN’S REMOVALS TOOK PLACE OVER SEVERAL

YEARS WITH MINIMAL COMPLAINTS FROM THE GREEKS, A COUNTRY THAT THEN HAD NO SEPARATE EXISTENCE. HIS
ACTIONS WERE CHIEFLY REGRETTED BY LORD BYRON AND OTHER ROMANTIC BRITISH VISITORS WHO WERE

CONCERNED FOR THE APPEARANCE OF THE PARTHENON (NOT ‘PANTHEON’ AS TITLED ON THE SILK-WORK) AS A
PICTURESQUE RUIN RATHER THAN THE PRESERVATION OF ITS SCULPTURES AS WORKS OF ART. 

 


