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18TH CENTURY OR EARLIER

SIZE: 7.5CM HIGH, 2.5CM WIDE, 4CM DEEP - 3 INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE, 1½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

MADE FROM ONE PIECE OF HUMAN BONE THESE ONE PIECE FISH HOOKS, PARTICULARLY AMONGST THE MAORI, ARE
MOSTLY RELICS OF DECEASED ANCESTORS. IN MAORI LEGEND THE GOD MAUI PULLED UP THE LAND OF NEW ZEALAND

OUT OF THE OCEAN WITH A FISH HOOK MADE FROM THE JAW BONE OF HIS ANCESTOR MURI RANGAWHENUA, AND SO
THESE HOOKS BECAME MORE THAN JUST UTILITARIAN OBJECTS. OFTEN WORKED FROM THE SHOULDER OR JAWBONE
OF A PROMINENT INDIVIDUAL, THE HOOK BECAME A VALUED CEREMONIAL PENDANT, WORN HUNG FROM THE EAR OR
AROUND THE NECK, WHICH CONFERRED GREAT PRESTIGE OR ‘MANA’ ON THE OWNER. ORIGINALLY MADE FROM THE

BONES OF EITHER ANCESTORS OR THOSE WITH A RENOWNED PROWESS IN FISHING THE HOOK PENDANTS EVENTUALLY
BECAME PURELY ORNAMENTAL AND WERE COPIED IN GREENSTONE. 



 

 
PROVENANCE

EX INNESS COLLECTION UK

EX J. BROWN OF SALISBURY COLLECTION        

EX P.W. REYNOLDS COLLECTION UK

 


