
IVORY INDIAN RAJASTHAN CHESS PIECE A PAWN DEPICTING A WOMAN
A RARE CARVED IVORY INDIAN RAJASTHAN CHESS PIECE A PAWN DEPICTING A WOMAN KNEELING DRESSED IN A FULL

SKIRT AND BODICE HER LONG HAIR TUCKED BEHIND HER EARS AND FLOWING DOWN HER BACK

OLD GREEN STAINING VISIBLE TO THE BASE THE IVORY NOW DARK WITH AGE

FINE SMOOTH SILKY PATINA

THE HANDS MISSING THE BREAKS RUBBED SMOOTH

MID 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 5.2CM HIGH, 3CM DIA. - 2 INS HIGH, 1¼ INS DIA
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LITERATURE

THE ELEMENTS OF EARLY CHESS WERE SHAPED IN IMITATION OF WARFARE AND IN PARTICULAR OF INDIAN WARFARE,
BUT IT WAS PRIMARILY A GAME ALBEIT ONE WITH SYMBOLIC OVERTONES, WHICH HELPED TO IMBUE IT WITH STATUS AND

PRESTIGE. THE GAME WAS MODELLED ON A TRADITIONAL HISTORICAL IMAGE OF WAR, ONE IN WHICH THE ELEPHANT
CORPS REMAINED IMPORTANT, AND NOT ON A CLOSE OBSERVATION OF CONTEMPORARY MILITARY REALITY.

     AS A COMPLEX GAME CHESS HAS PROVED TO BE EXTRAORDINARILY STABLE. HUNDREDS OF YEARS HAVE PASSED
BRINGING NEW PATTERNS OF THOUGHT AND LEISURE, AS WELL AS COMPUTER PROGRAMS, AND YET THE RULES OF

CHESS HAVE ALTERED HARDLY AT ALL.
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