
ANCIENT ATHENIAN GREEK PAINTED GLAZED CERAMIC FRAGMENT IN THE FORM OF A BEARDED SATYR’S HEAD
A RARE AND INTERESTING ANCIENT ATHENIAN GREEK PAINTED GLAZED CERAMIC FRAGMENT IN THE FORM OF A

BEARDED SATYR’S HEAD MODELLED WITH AN OPEN MOUTH AND PAINTED WITH A WILD AMAZED FACIAL EXPRESSION THE
REMNANTS OF HIS POINTED EARS DECLARING HE IS A FAMILIAR OF THE GOD DIONYSOS

FIRST HALF 5TH CENTURY BC

SIZE: 6.5CM HIGH, 5CM WIDE, 5.5CM DEEP - 2½ INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

GREEK POTTERS PRODUCED TWO MAIN TYPES OF WARES FROM ABOUT 1050 UNTIL THE END OF THE 1ST CENTURY BC.
ELABORATE CERAMICS DECORATED AND GLAZED AND PLAIN, COARSE ROUGHLY DECORATED POTTERY. DIFFERENT

FUNCTIONS, AND DIFFERENCES IN THE AFFLUENCE OF THE CUSTOMER DICTATED THE QUALITY OF THE WARES.
POTTERY WORKSHOPS EXISTED ALL OVER GREECE AND LOCAL CLAYS CAN BE IDENTIFIED BY THEIR DIFFERENT

COLOUR AND COMPOSITION. ATHENIAN POTTERS USED A RED-ORANGE CLAY OF THE BEST QUALITY.

     THE GREEK WORKSHOPS DEVISED A SIGNIFICANT VARIETY OF VESSEL TYPES AND THE SHAPE USUALLY DEFINED ITS
USE. NUMEROUS VESSELS WERE DESIGNED FOR USE AT BANQUETS AND SOME IN THE FORM OF ANIMALS OR HUMANS
WERE USED AS PERFUME CONTAINERS OR AS SPECIAL VESSELS FOR RITUALS OR FESTIVALS. IN THE MOST IMPORTANT

ATHENIAN FESTIVAL, THE GREAT PANATHENAIA, THE STATE GAVE DECORATED AMPHORAS OF UNIQUE DESIGN
CONTAINING OLIVE OIL AS PRIZES TO THE WINNERS OF ATHLETIC CONTESTS. MANY DIFFERENT TYPES OF VASE WERE

USED AS VOTIVE OR GRAVE OFFERINGS WITH SPECIAL TYPES USED EXCLUSIVELY IN FUNERARY RITUALS.



     THE CULT OF DIONYSOS, AND HIS ATTENDANT SATYRS AND NYMPHS, WAS PROMINENT THROUGHOUT THE GREEK
WORLD. THE GOD OF WINE, REVELRY AND THEATRE HIS RITUALS AND MYTHS WERE OFTEN THE SOURCE OF

INSPIRATION FOR VASE PAINTERS IN BOTH ATHENS AND THE GREEK COLONIES. BOTH GREEK AND ETRUSCAN
WORKSHOPS OF THE 6TH CENTURY BC PRODUCED VESSELS IN THE SHAPE OF HUMAN HEADS, BODY PARTS, ANIMALS

OR FRUIT AND THESE FUNCTIONED AS CONTAINERS FOR PRECIOUS OILS OR PERFUME AND MOST HAD A SPOUT AT THE
TOP TO ACCESS THE LIQUID CONTENTS. PERHAPS THIS HEAD ON THE TOP OF A VESSEL FUNCTIONED AS A TEMPLE

PERFUMIER OR INCENSE BURNER WITH FRAGRANT SMOKE ISSUING FROM HIS OPEN MOUTH.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION DEUIL LA BARRE FRANCE 

ACQUIRED IN LATE 19TH CENTURY – EARLY 20TH CENTURY 

 


