Finch & C°

BRITISH CELTIC APOTROPAIC LIMESTONE HEAD OF ‘CERNUNNOS’ THE HORNED DEITY

ABRITISH CELTIC APOTROPAIC LIMESTONE HEAD OF ‘CERNUNNOS’ THE HORNED DEITY WITH TYPICAL BULGING EYES
TRIANGULAR NOSE AND SLIT MOUTH

SIZE: 19.5CMHIGH, 11.5CMWIDE, 12.5CMDEEP - 7% INS HIGH, 4'2INS WIDE, 4% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

‘CERNUNNOS’ WAS AHORNED GOD AND ONE OF THE MOST ANCIENT CELTIC DEITIES. HE PREDATES ROMAN INFLUENCE
IN WESTERN EUROPE WITH IMAGES OCCURRING FROMAS EARLY AS THE 4TH CENTURY BC. KNOVWN AS THE ‘LORD OF
THE ANIMALS’ ESSENTIALLY HE WAS AGOD SYMBOLISING FERTILITY AND FECUNDITY IN NATURE. AS THE PATRON GOD OF
HUNTERS HIS HORNED HEAD WAS AN APPROPRIATE SYMBOL FOR APEOPLE WHO DECAPITATED THEIR ENEMES AND
REVERED THE HEAD, APEOPLE GIVEN TO FIGHTING, CATTLE LIFTING AND HUNTING. THE HORNED GOD WAS THEIR
LEADER IN WAR, SYMBOLIC OF VIRILITY, LAWGIVER IN TIMES OF PEACE, PROTECTOR IN TIMES OF DANGER. HE WAS AN ALL
PURPOSE TRIBAL GOD AND HIS DEEP ROOTED NATURE AND ASSOCIATION WITH FERTILITY MADE HIMUNACCEPTABLE TO
EMERGING CHRISTIANITY WHO DESTROYED ANY MATERNAL TRACES OF HIS CULT WHENEVER THEY COULD. THE
ROMANS, HOWEVER, TOOK GREAT CARE NOT TO ANTAGONISE THE ‘GOD OF PLACE’, THE NAVED WARRIOR OF THE
CELTS, AND EQUATED HIMWITH AMEMBER OF THE MORE FAMLIAR CLASSICAL PANTHEON SUCH AS PAN, OR AS AN
ARMED WARRIOR EQUIVALENT TO MARS.
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