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19TH CENTURY
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A BERING STRAIT INUIT ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC HUNTING CORD ATTACHER IN THE FORM OF A SEAL’S
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SIZE: 1.5CM HIGH, 2CM WIDE, 3.5CM DEEP - ½ INS HIGH, ¾ INS WIDE, 1¼ DEEP 



 

 
LITERATURE

HARPOON LINES ARE MADE BY CUTTING A CONTINUOUS SPIRAL STRIP FROM THE HIDE OF THE BEARDED SEAL WHOSE
SKIN IS OF THE PROPER THICKNESS. THE WIDTH OF THE CUT DETERMINES THE STRENGTH OF THE THONG, SEAL
HARPOON LINE GENERALLY HAS A TENSILE STRENGTH OF SEVERAL HUNDRED POUNDS AND A WIDTH OF FOUR

MILLIMETRES IN DIAMETER. ATTACHERS WERE MOST OFTEN USED FOR ICE HOLE, OR FLOE EDGE HUNTING FOR SEALS
WHICH BEGINS AS SOON AS THE ICE IS FIRM ENOUGH FOR TRAVEL. ATTACHERS KEEP THE LINE FROM SLIPPING

THROUGH THE HAND, AND THE ANIMAL EFFIGY POSITIONED CLOSE TO THE HARPOON AND ITS QUARRY PLACATES AND
HONOURS THE SPIRIT OR ‘INUA’ OF THE SEAL ENABLING IT TO BE MORE EASILY CAUGHT BY THE HUNTER.

 


