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ANCIENT CELTIC IBERIAN LARGE BRONZE BELT PLAQUE AND CLASP

AN ANCIENT CELTIC IBERIAN LARGE BRONZE BELT PLAQUE AND CLASP DECORATED WITH FINE DAMASCENE SILVER
WORK IN CELTIC SCROLLING MOTIFS

2ND CENTURYBC

SIZE: 8CMHIGH, 21.5CMWIDE, 2CMDEEP (MAX) - 374 INS HIGH, 82 INS WIDE, % INS DEEP (MAX)
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LITERATURE

THE CELTS REPRESENT ONE OF THE COMMON ORIGINS OF THE VARIEGATED EUROPE OF TODAY. FIRST CENTRED IN
AUSTRIAAND SWITZERLAND, CELTIC CULTURE SPREAD BOTH EAST AND WEST. IN WESTERN EUROPE THE CELTS



OCCUPIED GAUL, SOUTHERN ENGLAND AND PARTS OF WESTERN ITALY. BY 450 BC THEY WERE IN SPAIN, THE WESTERN
MOST REGION OF THE VAST TERRITORY THAT THEY OCCUPIED, AND HERE THEY CO-EXISTED AND ASSIMLATED WITH THE
INDIGENOUS IBERIAN POPULATION.

CELTO-IBERIAN ART WAS DISTINGUISHED BY THE UNIQUE USE OF BOTH SILVER AND GOLD DAMASCENE WORK AND
THIS TECHNIQUE WAS USED TO SPECTACULAR EFFECT ON WEAPONS AND LARGE BELT BUCKLES SUCH AS THIS
EXAVPLE. PROBABLY MADE AS AN OBJECT OF PRESTIGE FOR THE WARRIOR ELITE OF THE IRON AGE, THEY WERE
SPREAD THROUGHOUT IBERIAIN THE FORMOF GIFTS AND THEN IMTATED BY THE CRAFTSMEN EMPLOYED BY THE ELITE.
THIS PROFOUNDLY DECORATIVE ART FORMREMAINED DEEPLY ROOTED IN IBERIAN CULTURE UNTIL SPAIN BECAVE A
ROMAN PROVINCE AROUND 140 BC.
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