
ETHIOPIAN CHRISTIAN DEVOTIONAL DOUBLE SIDED TABLET PENDANT
AN ETHIOPIAN CHRISTIAN DEVOTIONAL DOUBLE SIDED TABLET PENDANT THE TWO CARVED WOODEN DOORS OPENING
TO REVEAL FINELY PAINTED IMAGES OF THE VIRGIN AND CHRIST CHILD ST GEORGE SLAYING THE DRAGON AND TO THE

REVERSE CHRIST CRUCIFIED WITH VIRGIN AND ST JOHN STANDING AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS 

 
AN ETHIOPIAN CHRISTIAN DEVOTIONAL DOUBLE SIDED TABLET PENDANT THE TWO CARVED WOODEN DOORS OPENING
TO REVEAL FINELY PAINTED IMAGES OF THE VIRGIN AND CHRIST CHILD ST GEORGE SLAYING THE DRAGON AND TO THE
REVERSE CHRIST CRUCIFIED WITH VIRGIN AND ST JOHN STANDING AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS THE FOURTH IMAGE

DEPICTING SAINT MATHEW AND DANIEL WITH TWO LIONS AT HIS SIDE 

AN OLD PAPER LABEL TO THE UNDERSIDE READING ‘A CHARM TAKEN FROM HER NECK BY AN AYLPINIAN [ABYSSINIAN]
GIRL AND GIVEN TO CAPTAIN LAMBARDE DURING THE CAMPAIGN OF 1868’

18TH - 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 10CM HIGH, 7.5CM WIDE, 2CM DEEP -  4 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, ¾ INS DEEP 

 
LITERATURE

THE PAPER LABEL ATTACHED TO THIS FINE PENDANT REFERS TO THE BRITISH EXPEDITION OF 1867 - 68 TO ABYSSINIA TO
RESCUE CAPTIVE MISSIONARIES HELD BY THE EMPEROR THEODORE, OR TEWODROS II, BY A COMBINED BRITISH AND



INDIAN ARMY DETACHMENT UNDER THE COMMAND OF GENERAL SIR ROBERT NAPIER. CAPTAIN LAMBARDE OF THE 45TH
FOOT IS RECORDED AS HAVING BEEN PRESENT AT THE SIEGE OF MAGDALA FOR WHICH HE WAS AWARDED THE

ABYSSINIAN CAMPAIGN MEDAL. DURING THE BATTLE TO RELIEVE MAGDALA THE EMPEROR, REALISING THE STRUGGLE
WAS LOST, SHOT HIMSELF WITH A PISTOL THAT HAD BEEN PRESENTED TO HIM BY QUEEN VICTORIA.

     CHRISTIANITY REACHED THE OLD ETHIOPIAN KINGDOM OF AKSUM FROM ALEXANDRIA IN THE 4TH CENTURY AND OVER
THE NEXT TWO CENTURIES BECAME WIDESPREAD THROUGH THE MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES OF THE NINE SAINTS FROM

SYRIA. THE CROSS AS A DEVOTIONAL IMAGE HAS BEEN IN USE SINCE THE AKSUMITE EMPEROR EZANA ADOPTED
CHRISTIANITY IN THE 4TH CENTURY AD AND BEGAN TO ISSUE COINS ENGRAVED WITH THE SYMBOL WHICH HE BELIEVED

WOULD SPREAD HIS MESSAGE. FOR THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH THE CROSS IS NOT MERELY REPRESENTATIVE OF
CHRIST'S SUFFERING AND DEATH, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY A MARK OF HIS RESURRECTION. IN THIS WAY THE IMAGE

FUNCTIONS AS AN AMULET AND ICON THAT HAS THE PROTECTIVE EFFECT OF AVERTING EVIL.

     SEVERAL TYPES OF CROSS WERE USED: LARGE PROCESSIONAL CROSSES WITH A HOLLOW SHAFT MOUNTED ON A
LONG WOODEN POLE WHICH DATE BACK TO THE 12TH CENTURY AND ARE FOUND IN CHURCHES AND MONASTERIES,

STAFF CROSSES CARRIED BY PILGRIMS ON THEIR SHOULDERS, PENDANT CROSSES WORN ON A LONG CHAIN BY
WOMEN, NECK CROSSES WORN BY CHILDREN AND MEN, AND LASTLY CROSSES USED AS PARAGRAPH SIGNS IN

MANUSCRIPTS AND AS PROTECTIVE DEVICES IN ‘MAGIC SCROLLS’. ETHIOPIAN PRIESTS RELATE THE TABLET SHAPE SEEN
ON THIS PENDANT AND FOUND AT THE BASE OF HAND CROSSES TO THE ‘TABOT’, THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, THE

ALLIANCE BETWEEN GOD AND MAN.

 
PROVENANCE

EX 19TH CENTURY COLLECTION OF CAPTAIN LAMBARDE

THENCE BY DESCENT

EX PRIVATE COLLECTION OF THE LATE WILLIAM H. STOKES (1921 - 2015)

 


