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A VICTORIAN TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF AN AFRICAN GIANT PANGOLIN ‘MANIS GIGANTEA’

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 21.5CM HIGH, 70CM LONG, 12CM DEEP - 8½ INS HIGH, 27½ INS LONG, 4¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

PANGOLINS ARE SCALY ANTEATERS AND THEIR BIZARRE APPEARANCE SUGGESTS THEY ARE FROM THE AGE OF THE
DINOSAURS. FIRST DESCRIBED AND DOCUMENTED BY THE GERMAN ZOOLOGIST JOHANN KARL WILHELM ILLIGER IN 1815

THEIR BODIES ARE COVERED IN OVERLAPPING BONY SCALES WHICH ACT AS BOTH ARMOUR AND CAMOUFLAGE. THE
KERATIN SCALES ARE MOVABLE AND SHARP EDGED AND ARE DEVELOPED FROM MODIFIED HAIRS LIKE THE HORN OF A

RHINOCEROS. THEY ARE THE ONLY KNOWN MAMMALS THAT POSSESS THIS EXTRAORDINARY FEATURE. LIVING IN
HOLLOW TREES OR BURROWS THEY ARE NOCTURNAL AND LEAD MOSTLY SOLITARY LIVES, MEETING ONLY TO MATE AND

PRODUCE A LITTER OF ONE TO THREE OFFSPRING WHICH REMAIN WITH THE MOTHER FOR TWO YEARS. LIKE
ARMADILLOS AND ANTEATERS, PANGOLINS HAVE NO TEETH AND USE THEIR LONG TONGUE WHICH CAN BE EXTENDED AS
FAR AS 16 INCHES TO GATHER TERMITES AND ANTS. THERE ARE CURRENTLY EIGHT SPECIES OF PANGOLIN ACROSS THE

WORLD AND ALL OF THEM ARE THREATENED BY THE HEAVY DEFORESTATION OF THEIR NATURAL HABITATS AND BY
POACHING FOR THEIR MEAT AND SCALES.
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