
SOUTH AMERICAN COLONIAL PERUVIAN BOTTLE GOURD WITH SILVER MOUNTS
1600-1800

SILVER MOUNTS GOURD
28 X 11 CM (11 X 4 3/8 INCHES)

 
A SOUTH AMERICAN COLONIAL PERUVIAN BOTTLE GOURD WITH SILVER MOUNTS AND SCREW TOP PROFUSELY

ENGRAVED AND COLOURED IN BLACK INK WITH FANTASTICAL BIRDS BEASTS AND NATIVE AND COLONIAL FIGURES IN
INCA AND SPANISH TRADITIONAL COSTUME SURROUNDED WITH FLORAL DESIGNS

PERHAPS MADE TO CONTAIN HOLY OILS

17TH - 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 28CM HIGH, APPROX: 11CM DIA. (MAX) - 11 INS HIGH, APPROX: 4¼ INS DIA. (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

IN 1492 THE SAILOR AND EXPLORER CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS CAME UPON ‘VERY MANY ISLANDS PEOPLED WITH
COUNTLESS INHABITANTS’ AS HE DESCRIBED THE NEW TERRITORIES THAT WERE TO ALTER THE GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY

AND ETHNOGRAPHY OF THE OLD AND NEW WORLDS. HIS DISCOVERY ENCOMPASSED AN AMAZING GROUP OF
CIVILISATIONS WHICH WERE TO BE SUBJECTED TO A LONG PROCESS OF ADAPTION TO RELIGIOUS, SOCIAL, ECONOMIC,

POLITICAL AND MILITARY PRECEPTS THAT WOULD FAVOUR SPANISH AND ULTIMATELY EUROPEAN EXPANSION IN
AMERICA.



     ONCE THE MILITARY CONQUEST OF THE NEW LANDS HAD BEEN ACHIEVED THE SPANISH CROWN ESTABLISHED THE
FIGURE OF THE VICEROY TO ASSURE POLITICAL AUTHORITY, TO SUSTAIN ITS RELIGIOUS EVANGELISATION AND TO

EXECUTE ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS. THUS IN 1535 THE FIRST OF FOUR VICE ROYALTIES, NEW SPAIN, WAS
ESTABLISHED AND IT WOULD ENDURE FOR MORE THAN 300 YEARS.

     UNDER THE SUPREME CONTROL OF THE MOSTLY JESUIT CATHOLIC CLERGY, THE FRUITFUL CULTURAL LIFE OF
COLONIAL PERU AND NEW SPAIN PRODUCED A LAVISH ARRAY OF ARTISTIC EXPRESSION THAT ALTHOUGH FROM ITS
BEGINNINGS HAD CHRISTIANISATION AS ITS GOAL, WITHIN A SHORT TIME HAD ACQUIRED UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS

NURTURED BY IMAGES, SYMBOLS AND SIGNS FROM MESOAMERICAN BELIEFS. EVENTUALLY THE DESIGNS AND
DECORATIONS, SUCCESSFULLY COMBINED INDIGENOUS AND EUROPEAN MOTIFS TO REPRESENT THE NEW WORLD AS

AN EARTHLY PARADISE.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION

 


