
COTE D’IVOIRE OR LIBERIA DAN PEOPLES BLACKENED WOOD MASK
AFRICAN COTE D’IVOIRE OR LIBERIA DAN PEOPLES BLACKENED WOOD MASK ‘GUNYE GE’ OR ‘ZAKPAI GE’ 

 
AN AFRICAN COTE D’IVOIRE OR LIBERIA DAN PEOPLES BLACKENED WOOD MASK ‘GUNYE GE’ OR ‘ZAKPAI GE’ 

SMOOTH PATINATION FROM USE TO THE INTERIOR 

HOLES FOR A RAFFIA BEARD TO BOTTOM OF CHIN

CHIPS TO TOP EDGE

EARLY 20TH CENTURY

SIZE: 22CM HIGH, 14.5CM WIDE, 8CM DEEP - 8¾ INS HIGH, 5¾ INS WIDE, 3¼ INS DEEP / 29.5CM HIGH - 11½ INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

 
LITERATURE

DAN MASKS RANGE IN DESIGN FROM NATURALISTIC TO HIGHLY STYLISED AND A BEWILDERING VARIETY OF MASKS WAS
USED BY THE DAN FOR A GREAT NUMBER OF PURPOSES. DAN MASKS WITH LARGE ROUND OPEN EYES SUCH AS THIS

GENERALLY BELONG TO ONE OF TWO CATEGORIES: ‘ZAKPAI GE’ MASKS HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PROTECTING THE



VILLAGE AGAINST THE DANGER OF FIRE, WHILE ‘GUNYE GE’ MASKS ARE WORN IN RUNNING COMPETITIONS. BOTH TYPES
HAVE LARGE EYE HOLES WHICH ALLOW THE WEARER TO NEGOTIATE DIFFICULT TERRAIN WHEN RUNNING. THE ‘GUNYE

GE’ MASK IS WORN BY THE FASTEST RUNNER IN THE COMMUNITY. WHEN HE IS CHALLENGED, THE COMPETITOR IS GIVEN
A HEAD START AND THE RACE IS RUN ON A COURSE LAID OUT OVER ROUGH TERRAIN, ROCKS AND SHARP TURNS. THE
‘GUNYE GE’ IS AT A DISTINCT DISADVANTAGE SINCE EVEN WITH LARGE EYEHOLES, HIS VISION IS LIMITED BY WEARING
THE MASK. THE ‘GUNYE GE' IS DEEMED TO HAVE WON IF HE IS ABLE TO PLACE HIS HANDS ON THE BACK AND HEAD OF

THE CHALLENGER DURING THE COURSE OF THE RACE. IF NOT THE CHALLENGER IS AWARDED THE RIGHT TO WEAR THE
MASK IN THE NEXT COMPETITION.

     THE ‘ZAKPAI GE’S’ PROTECTIVE ROLE WAS IMPORTANT IN VILLAGES WHERE HOUSES WERE TRADITIONALLY
CONSTRUCTED WITH PALM THATCH ROOFS THAT COULD EASILY CATCH FIRE. ONCE STARTED A FIRE COULD WIPE OUT

AN ENTIRE VILLAGE. THE DANGER WAS GREATEST DURING THE DRY SEASON AND ESPECIALLY IN THE AFTERNOON
WHEN THE WIND TENDED TO PICK UP. STRICT REGULATIONS GOVERNED THE HOURS DURING WHICH WOMEN COULD
COOK WITH OPEN FIRES. IF A WOMAN HAD NOT FINISHED HER COOKING BY THE TIME THE WINDS CAME UP THE ‘ZAKPAI

GE’ WAS EMPOWERED TO OVERTURN HER COOKING POT AND PUNISH HER.
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