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A WEST AFRICAN COTE D’IVOIRE BAULE PEOPLES WOODEN LOOM HEDDLE PULLEY CARVED WITH A FEMALE HEAD

SMOOTH WORN LUSTROUS PATINA WITH SIGNS OF USE

EARLY 20TH CENTURY

SIZE: 16.5CM HIGH, 6.5CM WIDE, 5CM DEEP  - 6½ INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE WORK OF THE 20TH CENTURY ARTIST AMEDEO MODIGLIANI IN PARTICULAR REFLECTS THE DIRECT INFLUENCE OF
BAULE INVENTION AND FORMS. THE PULLEY FROM WHICH THE DOUBLE HEDDLES OF THE MEN'S HORIZONTAL LOOM ARE

SUSPENDED HAS PROVIDED BAULE SCULPTORS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY OF CREATING AN AESTHETIC ‘TOUR DE
FORCE’. THEY OFTEN DEPICTED HUMAN HEADS, FACES OR HELMET MASKS WITH THE FEMALE PORTRAIT HEAD CARVED

WITH THE ATTRIBUTES OF FEMININE BEAUTY THAT ACCORD TO BAULE IDEALS.

     THE WEAVERS ARE ALWAYS MEN WHO WORK OUT IN A PUBLIC PLACE, OFTEN WHERE MANY WEAVERS GATHER, AND
PASSERS-BY GREET THEM ALL. THE BEAUTIFULLY CARVED PULLEY IS THEREFORE ONE OF THE MOST SEEN AND VISIBLE



WORKS OF BAULE ART. THE LOOMS AND THE MEN’S WEAVING ARE WATCHED AND CONSTANTLY COMMENTED UPON. THE
PULLEYS DO NOT SERVE ANY AMULETIC OR PROTECTIVE PURPOSE, AND DO NOT REPRESENT A DIVINITY OR SPIRIT.

THEY ARE QUITE SIMPLY MADE TO BE ATTRACTIVE AND TO MAKE PEOPLE TALK ABOUT THEM AND THEIR OWNER.
WEAVERS ARE REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT A CARVED PULLEY WAS SIMPLY FOR PLEASURE AND THAT EACH SWEEP
OF THE SHUTTLE TURNED THE PULLEY HEAD CHARMINGLY FROM SIDE TO SIDE AS IF IT WAS SHAKING ITS HEAD AT THE

WEAVER.

 

 


