Finch & C°

FRENCH TOILE PEINT BESPOKE MILLINERS TRADE OR SHOP SIGN

INTERESTING FRENCH TOILE PEINT BESPOKE MILLINERS TRADE OR SHOP SIGN IN THE FORMOF ARED PAINTED AND
GILDED BICORNE HAT

AN INTERESTING FRENCH TOILE PEINT BESPOKE MLLINERS TRADE OR SHOP SIGN IN THE FORMOF ARED PAINTED AND
GILDED BICORNE HAT AS WORN BY NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 25CMHIGH, 64CMWIDE, 27CMDEEP - 9% INS HIGH, 25%4 INS WIDE, 10%2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

IN 1732 DEAN JOHNATHAN SWIFT WROTE OF DUBLIN'S SHOP SIGNS ‘| HAVE NOT OBSERVED THE WIT AND FANCY OF THIS
TOWN SO MUCH EMPLOYED IN ANY ONE ARTICLE AS THAT OF CONTRIMNG AVARIETY OF SIGNS TO HANG OVER HOUSES
WHERE PUNCH IS SERVED'.

BEFORE THE GENERAL SPREAD OF LITERACY AND STANDARDISED POSTAL ADDRESSES BRIGHTLY PAINTED SIGNS
HUNG OUTSIDE SHOPS AND BUSINESSES TO ADVERTISE THE SERVICES OR GOODS WITHIN. SHOP SIGNS ARE ONE OF
THE MOST LONG ESTABLISHED FORMS OF EUROPEAN FOLK ART. THE GOLDEN AGE OF TRADE SIGNS WAS FROMTHE
LATE 17TH CENTURY TO THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY. IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY MANY LARGE CITIES PLACED
PRCHIBITIONS ON THE INSTALLATION OF STREET FURNITURE AS STREETS BECAVE MORE CROWDED AND
INHOSPITABLE. THIS, TOGETHER WITH THE RISE OF LITERACY AND THE SPREADING OF THE USE OF PLATE GLASS
ALLOWING FOR ELABORATE WINDOW DISPLAYS, PUT AN END TO THIS PARTICULAR FORMOF STREET ART.



