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ANGLO-CHINESE MINIATURE OIL ON IVORY DEPICTING A VIEW OF THE WHAMPOA ANCHORAGE IN THE PEARL RIVER ESTUARY
WITH EUROPEAN SHIPS

CIRCAcirca 1810

ANGLO-CHINESE MINIATURE OIL ON IVORY DEPICTING AVIEW OF THE WHAMPOA ANCHORAGE IN THE PEARL RIVER
ESTUARY

AN INTERESTING ANGLO-CHINESE MINIATURE OIL ON IVORY DEPICTING AVIEW OF THE WHAVIPOA ANCHORAGE IN THE
PEARL RIVER ESTUARY WITH EUROPEAN SHIPS WAITING IN THE CHANNEL

IN ORIGINAL CANTONESE LACQUER FRAVE AND UNDER DOMED GLASS

BY AFOLLOWER OF SPOILUM

CIRCA1810-1815

SIZE: 10CMHIGH, 14CMWIDE - 4 INS HIGH, 52 INS WIDE / 6CMHIGH, 20.5CMWDE - 674 INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE (FRAVE)
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THIS IS AN INTERESTING VIEW SHOWING WHAMPOA ISLAND ON THE PENINSULABETWEEN HONG KONG AND CANTON
FROMDANE'S HILL, WITH THE NINE STAGE PAGODAIN THE DISTANCE. THE SHIPS HAVE THEIR MASTS LOWERED AND ARE
WAITING IN THE CHANNEL TO TAKE ON CARGO. ASMALL CUTTER WITH WHITE SALLS IS TAKING WESTERNERS TO AND
FROM CANTON. THE MERCHANT SHIPS ARE ALL FLYING THEIR FLAGS, DUTCH, AVERICAN, BRITISH AND SCANDINAVIAN.

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 19TH CENTURY CHINASTILL CALLED ITSELF THE ‘MIDDLE KINGDOM AND FOR THOUSANDS
OF YEARS HAD CONDUCTED APOLICY OF AGGRESSIVE ISOLATIONISM. CHINESE CITIZENS WERE FORBIDDEN TO TRAVEL
ABROAD. THE INFORMATION OF THE OUTSIDE WORLD THAT FILTERED UP TO THE EMPEROR WAS VERY LITTLE, AND IF
ACCURATE, WAS SELDOMBELIEVED. THE EUROPEANS WERE EQUALLY IGNORANT ABOUT CHINABECAUSE IT WAS A
CLOSED COUNTRY. THEY MADE ANUNMBER OF ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE EMPEROR.
SOME FOREIGN EMBASSIES, LIKE LORD MACARTNEY'S IN 1793 WERE TREATED WITH EXQUISITE POLITENESS, WHILE
OTHERS LIKE LORD AVEHERST'S IN 1816 WERE GROSSLY INSULTED. THE EMPEROR CHIEN LUNG (1736 - 95) MADE HIS
POSITION CLEAR IN AN EDICT SENT TO KING GEORGE Il IN 1793. HE PRONOUNCED THAT ALL BARBARIAN COUNTRIES
WERE VASSAL STATES OF THE CHINESE EMPIRE AND NO FOREIGN LEGATIONS WOULD BE PERMTTED TO BE



ESTABLISHED IN PEKING. FURTHERMORE, THE KING OF ENGLAND AS AVASSAL OF THE EMPEROR, SHOULD
‘TREMBLINGLY OBEY THE EDICT OF THE SON OF HEAVEN. CHINA'S POSITION REMAINED THE SAVE UNTIL AFTER THE END
OF THE OPIUMWAR IN 1842.
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CF: ANOTHER VERY SIMLAR VIEW IN THE COLLECTION OF THE PEABODY MUSEUM OF SALEMILLUSTRATED IN “THE CHINA
TRADE’ BY C.L. CROSSMAN 1991 (PG. 114, PLATE 38)



