Finch & C°

BERING SEA YUPIK ESKIMO ‘INRUQ A SHAMAN'S CARVED WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC NECK PENDANT
CIRCA 1820

1820
5.5X2CM(2 '/, X0 °*/, INCHES)

ABERING SEA YUPIK ESKIMO ‘lINRUQ ASHAMAN'S CARVED WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC NECK PENDANT DEPICTING AN
‘UPSIDE DOWN’ MAN WEARING LABRETS WITH TATTOOED PATTERNS ON HIS SHOULDERS AND HOLDING THUNDERBIRD
FEATHER DANGLERS IN BOTH HANDS

SMOOTH CREAMY PATINA

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 5.5CMHIGH, 2CMWIDE - 2%4 INS HIGH, % INS WIDE

LITERATURE

SHAVANISM GOES BACK TO THE ICE AGE SPREADING WITH MIGRATING ANCIENT SETTLERS AROUND THE REMOTE LANDS
OF THE NORTH PACIFIC. THE SHAVAN'S MAIN PRACTICE WAS TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE SPIRITS THEREBY
SUPPLICATING THEMFOR SUCCESS IN HUNTING, FOR HELP IN HEALING, AND IN DIMINATION, THUS ENSURING SURVIVAL
FOR THE PEOPLES LIMNG IN AHARSH NORTHERN ENVIRONMENT. IN THEIR ORIGINAL BELIEFS, BEFORE THE EARLY 20TH
CENTURY, THE ESKIMO HAD NO CONCEPTION OF ASINGLE SUPREME BEING. THEIR SPIRIT WORLD WAS MADE UP OF



SHADES OR ‘TUNGHAT WHICH EXIST QUITE INDEPENDENTLY OF ANY CENTRAL AUTHORITY, AND THESE CAN BE SEEN BY
THE SHAMAN. THE PEOPLE HAVE GREAT FAITH IN THE POWER AND WISDOM OF THE SHAMAN TO WHOMALL QUESTIONS
OF RELIGION AND THE MYSTERIES OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD ARE REFERRED. THE SHAVAN CAN SEE THE SHADES OF
BOTH DEAD PEOPLE AND ANIMALS, AS WELL AS THE ‘TUNGHAT OF INANIMATE OBJECTS SUCH AS TREES AND RIVERS,
ALL OF WHICH ARE INVISIBLE TO ALL OTHERS. SHAMAN ARE BELIEVED TO MAKE JOURNEYS TO THE LAND OF THE DEAD
AND THESE SPIRITS WILL COME AT HIS CALL TO DO TASKS OF HIS BIDDING, AND SOMETIMES EVEN THE SHADE OF ADEAD
SHAVAN WILL COME TO HELP.

SHAVANIC REGALIAEMBODIED THEIR MYSTERY AND POWER, AND WITHOUT IT ASHAVIAN COULD NOT ESTABLISH HIS
AUTHORITY AMONG HUMANS OR VENTURE SAFELY INTO THE SPIRIT WORLD.



