Finch & C°

REGENCY COLLECTION OF SHELLS AND NATURALIA CONTAINED IN A MAHOGANY BOX

AFINE ENGLISH GEORGIAN MAHOGANY COLLECTORS TABLE BOXTHE RISING LID INLAID WITH ACONCH SHELL THE
TRAYED INTERIOR CONTAINING NUMEROUS EXAVPLES OF SEASHELLS ADRIED SPECIMVEN OF ADOGFISH TWO
SEAHORSES SEEDS POLISHED FOSSIL CORAL FOSSIL SHELLS MNERALS AGATES AND ARTEFACTS ONE WITH ALABEL
‘PENCIL STONE FROMST LORENZO-CALLAC

LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 11CMHIGH, 43.5CMWIDE, 34.5CMDEEP - 4% INS HIGH, 1774 INS WIDE, 13%2 INS DEEP

AFINE ENGLISH GEORGIAN MAHOGANY COLLECTORS TABLE BOXTHE RISING LID INLAID WITH ACONCH SHELL THE
TRAYED INTERIOR CONTAINING NUMEROUS EXAVPLES OF SEASHELLS ADRIED SPECIMEN OF ADOGFISH TWO
SEAHORSES SEEDS POLISHED FOSSIL CORAL FOSSIL SHELLS MNERALS AGATES AND ARTEFACTS ONE WITH ALABEL
‘PENCIL STONE FROMST LORENZO-CALLAO

LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 11CMHIGH, 43.5CMWIDE, 34.5CMDEEP - 474 INS HIGH, 1774 INS WIDE, 132 INS DEEP

LITERATURE



IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY MARY DELANY (1700 - 1788) DECLARED: ‘I'VE GOT ANEW MADNESS! | AMRUNNING WILD FOR
SHELLS. THE BEAUTY OF SHELLS IS AS INFINITE AS FLOWERS'. TALENTED HANDS HAVE CREATED IDIOSYNCRATIC AND
OFTEN EXQUISITE ANTIQUE SHELL DECORATIONS AND SHELL COLLECTING WAS ANECESSARY PASTIME FOR THIS
ORNAVENTAL ART. NATURE WAS REINVENTED AS FLORAL ARRANGENMENTS, BIRDS, BUTTERFLIES AND INSECTS WERE
MADE OUT OF HUNDREDS OF CAREFULLY CHOSEN SHELLS.

MARY DELANY WAS AN ARTIST, INTELLECTUAL AND RESPECTED MEMBER OF THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL ELITE IN
ENGLAND IN THE 18TH CENTURY. POLITICIANS, EXPLORERS, BOTANISTS AND MUSICIANS FREQUENTED HER DRAWING
ROOMAND SHE BECAVE ACLOSE FRIEND OF GEORGE Il AND QUEEN CHARLOTTE. SHE ALSO BEFRIENDED THE
DUCHESS OF PORTLAND, APATRONESS OF NATURAL HISTORY AND AWELL-KNOWN CONCHOLOGIST WITH ALARGE AND
IMPORTANT COLLECTION OF SHELLS. THROUGH HER, MRS DELANY DISCOVERED THE AESTHETIC DELIGHT OF SHELLS
AND STARTED TO CREATE SHELLWORK IN ORIGINAL AND INTRICATE DESIGNS. HOWEVER, ALTHOUGH HER LATER PAPER
FLORAL MOSAICS AND COLLAGES ARE NOW IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM COLLECTIONS ALL OF HER SHELLWORK HAS BEEN
LOST. ALL THAT REMAINS ARE WRITTEN DESCRIPTIONS.

PROVENANCE

EXPRIVATE COLLECTION OF THE LATE EILAGRAHAVE 1935 - 2009 PROUD DESCENDANT OF THE GRAHAMES OF
DUNTRUNE AND CLAVERHOUSE



