
VERY RARE AND COMPLETE SET OF EIGHT ENGLISH ELIZABETHAN PAINTED SYCAMORE ROUNDELS
A VERY RARE AND COMPLETE SET OF EIGHT ENGLISH ELIZABETHAN PAINTED SYCAMORE ROUNDELS CONTAINED IN
THEIR ORIGINAL TURNED WOODEN BOX EACH ONE DECORATED WITH ‘POESIES’ FLORAL SYMBOLS AMIDST KNOTTED

SCROLLS UPON WHICH ARE WRITTEN BIBLICAL VERSES
LATE 16TH – EARLY 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: ROUNDELS: 12.5CM DIA. - 5 INS DIA. (EACH) CASE: 16CM DIA. - 8CM HIGH - 6¼ INS DIA., 3 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE NORMANS SERVED THEIR MEAT ON A SQUARE SLICE OF BREAD KNOWN AS A ‘TRANCHE’ AND IT IS THOUGHT THAT AT
HIGH TABLE THE TRANCHE WAS ALWAYS PLACED ON A RECTANGLE OF WOOD KNOWN AS A ‘TRENCHER’. THE

CONNECTION BETWEEN THIS CUSTOM AND A PART SONG WITH A REFRAIN IS THE ROUNDEL. THESE BECAME THIN
CIRCULAR WOODEN TRENCHERS DECORATED WITH ‘POESIES’ WHICH WERE SUNG OR RECITED BY GUESTS AS

ROUNDELAYS IN THE REIGN OF ELIZABETH I, JAMES I AND CHARLES I. THE CIVIL WAR AND THE PURITAN ETHIC KILLED
BOTH THE BANQUETS AND THE FESTIVE SPIRIT OF THE PARTY GAMES IN WHICH ROUNDELS AND ROUNDELAYS PLAYED A

PART.
AFTER THE MORE ROBUST WOODEN TRENCHERS USED FOR THE MAIN COURSE WERE CLEARED AWAY A ROUNDEL,

PLAIN SIDE UP, WAS PLACED BEFORE EACH DINNER. THESE ROUNDELS WERE USED FOR CHEESE, FOR STICKY
MARZIPANS KNOWN AS ‘MARCHPANES’, SUGAR-PLUMS OR OTHER CONFEITTES OR ‘CONCEITS’ WHICH TERMINATED

ELIZABETHAN OR EARLY STUART BANQUETS. AFTER GRACE HAD BEEN SAID, THE ROUNDELS WERE REVERSED
REVEALING THE ORNAMENTAL SIDE WHICH WAS PAINTED WITH ONE OR TWO VERSES, FROM PROVERBS, FABLES OR THE

BIBLE, ELABORATELY BORDERED, BRIGHTLY COLOURED AND VARNISHED OVER. THE VERSES VARYING FROM THE
AMUSING TO THE IMPROVING, WERE SUNG OR RECITED BY THE DINERS IN TURN AROUND THE TABLE, PROBABLY TO THE

ACCOMPANIMENT OF A LUTE, FOR THE ENTERTAINMENT OF THE COMPANY.
ROUNDELS WERE MADE IN SETS OF 8 OR 12, AND VERY OCCASIONALLY 24, AND KEPT IN CIRCULAR ROUNDEL BOXES.
VERY FEW COMPLETE SETS OF ROUNDELS HAVE SURVIVED AND OF THOSE THAT HAVE THE MAJORITY HAVE BECOME

SEPARATED FROM THEIR ORIGINAL BOXES. REFERENCES TO ROUNDELS OCCUR IN LATE 16TH AND EARLY 17TH
CENTURY INVENTORIES AND ARE SOMETIMES MENTIONED IN CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE: IN ‘NORTHWOOD HO’ BY
WEBSTER AND DEKKER PUBLISHED IN 1607 A CHARACTER DECLARES: ‘I’LL HAVE YOU MAKE TWELVE POSIES FOR A

DOZEN CHEESE TRENCHERS’. LATER IN THE EARLY 18TH CENTURY SETS OF CERAMIC DELFT MOTTO PLATES REPLACED
THE TRADITION OF THE SMALL WOODEN ROUNDELS.

 


