
FINE AND LARGE PORTUGUESE GOA DEVOTIONAL CRUCIFIX
A FINE AND LARGE PORTUGUESE GOA DEVOTIONAL CRUCIFIX THE POLYCHROMED AND GILDED IVORY OF CHRIST

CRUCIFIED ON A COROMANDEL WOOD CROSS ORNATELY EMBELLISHED WITH BAROQUE SILVER MOUNTS STANDING ON
AN INTEGRAL COROMANDEL PLINTH

THE AGONISING CHRIST ON THE CROSS HIS HEAD FALLING TO HIS RIGHT WITH CLOSED EYES MOUTH OPEN IN HIS CALL
TO GOD LONG HAIR CARVED IN UNDULATING LOCKS TO HIS SHOULDERS THE WELL DEFINED TORSO WITH FLEXED

MUSCLES AND RIB CAGE THE ARMS WITH VEINS THREADED ALONG THEIR LENGTH HIS HANDS AND FEET PIERCED BY
SILVER NAILS HIS WOUNDS POLYCHROMED RED THE EDGES OF THE PERIZONUM GILDED 

FINE CONDITION
17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 32CM HIGH, 26CM WIDE - 12½ INS HIGH, 10¼ WIDE / 107CM HIGH - 42 INS HIGH (CROSS AND BASE)

 
LITERATURE

ON THE 20TH AUGUST 1595 FATHER JEROME XAVIER OF THE JESUIT MISSION WROTE TO THE GENERAL OF THE SOCIETY
REPORTING ON HIS MEETING WITH THE PRINCE REGENT SALIM OF THE MUGHAL COURT: ‘I SAY THE SAME WITH RESPECT
TO THE PRINCE FOR HE WAS SERIOUSLY ANGRY WITH THE MOHAMMEDAN GUIDE FOR BRINGING WITH HIM NO IMAGE OF
THE MOTHER OF GOD, AND WHEN BIDDING ANOTHER TO MAKE EXTENSIVE PURCHASES, HE PARTICULARLY ORDERED
HIM NOT TO FAIL TO BRING WITH HIM A FINE PICTURE OF OUR LORD, AND AS A PORTUGUESE PAINTER HAD COME WITH
US, HE AT ONCE DESIRED A COPY TO BE PAINTED OF A PICTURE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN WHICH WE HAD WITH US. SO

ALSO WHEN HE CAME WITH HIS ROYAL FATHER TO OUR CHAPEL AND SAW THERE THE CHILD JESUS AND A CRUCIFIX, HE
IMMEDIATELY WISHED TO HAVE SIMILAR IMAGES MADE OF IVORY BY HIS OWN WORKMEN’ (‘JESUIT MISSIONS TO THE

EMPEROR AKBAR’. E.D. MACLAGAN. JOURNAL OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BENGAL. 1896. PG. 66 - 67)

 


