Finch & C°

OIL ON CANVAS OF THOMAS MARRIOTT MAGISTRATE AT BURDWAN ATTRIBUTED TO THOMAS HICKEY (1741 - 1824)

AN OIL ON CANVAS OF THOMAS MARRIOTT MAGISTRATE AT BURDWAN SHOWING HIMIN AN INDIAN LANDSCAPE OUT
HUNTING HOLDING ASHOTGUN FOLLOWED BY HIS MAN SERVANT CARRYING AGAME BIRD
ATTRIBUTED TO THOMAS HICKEY (1741 - 1824)

IN ORIGINAL GILT FRAVE
ADETALED INSCRIPTION IN INK TO THE REVERSE: “THOMAS MARRIOTT MAGISTRATE AT BURDWAN DIED 1827
GRANDFATHER TO CHARLOTTE DENMAN GIVEN TO ME BY MY UNCLE CHAS. MARRIOTT ON MY ARRIVAL IN ENGLAND WITH
MY FOUR SONS, WILLIAMV, JOHN, CHARLES AND ROBERT. APRIL 1861. CMDENMAN
DONE BY CHINNERY
LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 91.5CMHIGH, 7Z2CMWIDE - 36 INS HIGH, 2874 INS WIDE
CANVAS: 75CMHIGH, 55CMWIDE - 2972 INS HIGH, 2172 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

IN THE LATE HEYDAY OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY ANUMBER OF ARTISTS WITH CLOSE IRISH CONNECTIONS, NOTABLY
GEORGE CHINNERY AND THOMAS HICKEY TRAVELLED TO INDIATO SEEK THEIR FORTUNE. THEY SOUGHT PATRONAGE AS
MUCH FROMMUGHUL AND HINDU FAMLIES AS FROMEUROPEAN SETTLERS AND THUS FORGED AFUSION BETWEEN THE

CULTURES OF THE EAST AND WEST.

ARELATIVE OF WILLIAMHICKEY, THOMAS HICKEY WAS BORN IN DUBLIN THE SON OF ACONFECTIONER FROM CAPEL
STREET. HE WAS TRAINED IN THE DUBLIN SOCIETY'S DRAWING SCHOOLS AND IN 1780 RECEIVED PERMISSION FROM THE
EAST INDIA COMPANY TO GO TO INDIA AFTER SOME EXTRAORDINARY ADVENTURES, BEARING LETTERS OF
INTRODUCTION FROM SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS TO WARREN HASTINGS, HE FINALLY ARRIVED IN CALCUTTAIN 1784. HE
WAS REPUTED TO BE THE MOST SPARKLING CONVERSATIONALIST AND IS SAID TO HAVE RARELY FAILED TO CHARMHIS
SITTERS. HIS CAREER FLOURISHED AND ONE OF HIS FINEST PORTRAITS, IN THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF IRELAND, IS HIS
1787 PORTRAYAL OF AYOUNG BENGALI MUSLIMWOMAN ‘BIBI JEMDANEE’, THE COMMON-LAWWIFE OF HIS RELATIVE



WILLIAMHICKEY. ALAWYER IN CALCUTTAWILLIAMHICKEY SAID OF JEMDANEE: ‘SHE LIVED WITH ME, RESPECTED AND
ADMRED BY ALL MY FRIENDS FOR HER EXTRAORDINARY SPRIGHTLINESS AND GOOD HUMOUR A€!” (MEMOIRS OF WILLIAM
HICKEY, ALFRED SPENCER VOL. IVPG. 385).

THOMAS HICKEY'S CAREER BEGAN TO DECLINE WHEN ZOFFANY RETURNED TO CALCUTTAIN 1786, SO HE EMBARKED ON
FURTHER ADVENTURES ACCOMPANYING LORD GEORGE MACARTNEY TO CHINAON ADIPLOMATIC MISSION AND BECAVE
THE EXPEDITION'S OFFICIAL PORTRAIT PAINTER. HE RETURNED TO IRELAND AFTER THE DEATH OF HIS BROTHER, JOHN,

IN JANUARY 1796, BUT BY 1797 HE HAD RETURNED TO INDIAIN TIME FOR THE START OF THE FOURTH MYSORE WAR. HE
WAS IMVEDIATELY COMMISSIONED TO MAKE ANUNMBER OF SKETCHES OF THE FAMLY MEVMBERS OF MYSORE'S RULER,
TIPU SULTAN. THESE PORTRAIT SKETCHES WERE DRAVWN BETWEEN 1799 - 1801 IN SIRRANGAPATUAAND VELLOVE.

HICKEY NEVER LEFT INDIAAGAIN, LIMNG IN MADRAS, HE DIED IN 1824.



