Finch & C°

OCEANIC ADMIRALTY ISLANDS MATANKOL PEOPLES AGURAL HARDWOOD LIME SPATULA

AN OCEANIC ADMRALTY ISLANDS MATANKOL PEOPLES FIGURAL HARDWOOD LIME SPATULATHE FINELY CARVED WITH
STANDING MALE WARRIOR WEARING AWAR CHARM ON THE NAPE OF HIS NECK HIS HAIRSTYLE SHOWN AS ASTYLISED
SPHERE THE SERRATED HOOKS BELOW REPRESENTING SPEAR HEADS
19TH— EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 47CMLONG- 1872 INS LONG/ 51CMHIGH - 20 INS HIGH (WTH BASE)

LITERATURE

RICHARD PARKINSON IN HIS ‘“THIRTY YEARS IN THE SOUTH SEAS’ OF 1907 STATES THAT ‘QUITE EXTRAORDINARY CARE IS
EXERCISED ON THE MANUFACTURE OF THE LONG WOODEN TROWELS WITH WHICH THE BURNT LIME IS TAKEN OUT OF
THE LIME CONTAINERS. THESE TROWELS ARE MADE FROMA DARK WOOD AND THE LOWER END FLATTENED LIKE A
SPATULAWHILE THE UPPER END IT ORNAVENTED WITH ACAREFULLY CARVED DECORATION. HERE WE FIND AHUMAN
FIGURE AND THE CROCODILE HEAD AS THE PRINCIPAL MOTIF .

THE ADMRALTY ISLANDS LIE TO THE NORTH OF PAPUANEW GUINEAAND ARE PART OF THE BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO.
THEIR SOCIETY WAS BASED ON PATRILINEAL CLANS AND GREAT REVERENCE WAS ACCORDED TO ANCESTORS, WITH
THEIR RELIGION BASED ON AFEAR OF THEIR MOST RECENT ANCESTORS WHOSE SPIRITS WERE BELIEVED TO PUNISH
BREACHES OF ASTRICT MORAL CODE. HOWEVER, THEIR INFLUENCE DID NOT LAST FOREVER, AND AS THESE
ANCESTORS RETREATED INTO THE PAST THEIR INFLUENCE WAS REPLACED BY MORE RECENT SPIRITS.

THE MATANKOL WARRIORS OF THE ADMIRALTY ISLANDS WORE WAR CHARMS HUNG ON THE BACK OF THEIR NECKS AND
THESE WERE MADE OF ATHIGH BONE OF AN ANCESTOR WITH ATTACHED FEATHERS. THE FIGURES CARVED ON THESE
LIME SPATULAS DISPLAY THESE APPENDAGES, AND IT IS THOUGHT THEY REPRESENT PARTICULAR ANCESTORS. THE
MATANKOL WERE THE PRIMARY PRODUCERS OF WOOD CARVINGS AND DECORATED OBJECTS WITH DIFFERENT ISLANDS
HAVING THEIR OWN SPECIALITIES. MOUK AND RAVBUTYO ARE TWO OF THE ISLANDS THAT PRODUCED LIME SPATULAS
WHICH ARE AMONGST THE MOST EXCEPTIONAL CARVINGS MADE IN THE WHOLE AREA






