
TWO TIBETAN SILVER AND TURQUOISE FLORAL PATTERN ENCRUSTED FILIGREE AMULETIC BUDDHIST PRAYER BOXES
TWO TIBETAN SILVER AND TURQUOISE FLORAL PATTERN ENCRUSTED FILIGREE AMULETIC BUDDHIST PRAYER BOXES

WORN FOR PROTECTION AGAINST EVIL INFLUENCES ATTACHED WITH CHAINS OR BRAIDS THROUGH THE FOUR BARREL
SHAPED LOOPS

BOTH WITH REMOVABLE TIN BASES FOR THE INSERTION OF RELICS AND PRAYERS
ONE WITH GILDED FILIGREE SILVER TOP AND ATTACHED BEASLEY LABEL ‘TIBET EX RIGHI COLL. MH/-’

18TH CENTURY
SIZES: A: 8.5CM X 8.5CM (MAX) 2CM DEEP - 3¾ X 3¾ (MAX) ¾ INS DEEP
B: 9CM X 9CM (MAX) 2CM DEEP -  3½ INS X 3½ INS (MAX) ¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

TIBETAN BUDDHISM IS NOTED FOR THE GREAT BELIEF IN THE PREVALENCE OF MAGIC DERIVING FROM THE OLD
TRADITIONAL LEGENDS REGARDING MALIGNANT SPIRITS WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ILLNESS AND OTHER

MISFORTUNES. TIBET IMPORTED THE TANTRIC BUDDHISM OF EASTERN INDIA WHICH ALSO ENSHRINED PRACTICES OF A
MAGICAL NATURE. THE TIBETANS BELIEVE THAT TURQUOISE HAS AUSPICIOUS AND TALISMANIC PROPERTIES

ASSOCIATED WITH HEALTH AND LUCK. OFTEN OF LOCAL ORIGIN, THE SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE IS PERCEIVED AS A LINK
BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH, AND ITS USE TOGETHER WITH THE SCARCELY LESS POPULAR CORAL WAS NOTED BY

MARCO POLO IN THE 13TH CENTURY.
AMULETIC CHARM BOXES SUCH AS THESE WERE WORN FOR PROTECTION ESPECIALLY WHEN TRAVELLING AND WERE

ATTACHED TO THE BODY OR CLOTHING THROUGH THE BARREL SHAPED LOOPS. THEY CONTAINED WOOD BLOCK
PRINTED PRAYERS ON PAPER, PEBBLES PAINTED WITH AUSPICIOUS SYMBOLS AND PIECES OF CLOTH OR SILK. IT IS SAID

THAT LAY OFFICIALS USED SMALLER EXAMPLES TO HOLD A KNOT OF HAIR NEAR THE TOP OF THE HEAD.

 


