Finch & C°

RARE OCEANIC SOUTH EASTERN SOLOMON ISLANDS MALAITA BLACK WOOD HAND CLUB

ARARE OCEANIC SOUTH EASTERN SOLOMON ISLANDS MALAITA BLACK WOOD HAND CLUB WITH PLAITED FIBRE GRIP THE
BLUNT ENDED BLADE WITH AROUNDED PROJECTION TO THE CENTRE
FINE OLD GLOSSY SMOOTH BLACK PATINA
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 755CMLONG, 12CMWIDE (MAX) - 29% INS LONG, 4% INS WIDE (IMAX)

LITERATURE

THE GROUP OF ISLANDS KNOWN AS THE SOLOMON’S WERE DISCOVERED IN 1567 BY ASPANISH EXPEDITION UNDER THE
COMVAND OF ALVARO MENDANADE NEYRA THEN THEY WERE LOST FOR 200 YEARS, THOUGH EUROPEAN EXPLORERS
VISITED THE ISLANDS DURING THAT TIME THEY WERE UNAWARE THAT THEY WERE THE SAVE GROUP. IT WAS ONLY IN
1838 AFTER D’'URVILLE’'S VOYAGE THAT THE ISLANDS WERE PLACED ON THE MAP WITH THEIR PRESENT NAVE. THE
SPANISH CALLED THEM‘SOLOMON' AS THEY BELIEVED GOLD COULD BE FOUND THERE DUE TO THE CLUBS THE
SALORS SAWWITH ‘HEADS OF GOLD’, IN FACT THESE WERE CEREMONIAL CLUBS WITH PYRITE INLAID HEADS.
WARFARE WAS ENDEMC IN THE ISLANDS AND CLUBS WERE MADE TO DEFLECT SPEARS, TO ADMINISTER THE ‘COUP DE
GRIi¢CE AND FOR GENERAL HAND TO HAND FIGHTING. THE ENEMY WAS STRUCK WITH THE EDGE OF THESE CLUBS AND
NOT THE TOP. RICHARD PARKINSON IN HIS ‘THIRTY YEARS IN THE SOUTH SEAS’ OF 1907 STATES THAT ‘SOME OF THESE
CLUBS HAVE RECEIVED AFINE POLISH FROM YEARS OF HANDLING AND THEY ARE CARRIED BY THEIR OWNERS AS A
FORMOF STATUS OR DISPLAY WEAPON, ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THEY ALSO SERVE AVERY PRACTICAL
PURPOSE AS WELL'. SUCH ACAREFULLY CRAFTED CLUB WAS MOST PROBABLY USED ON CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS AS
WELL AS IN COVBAT.



