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A RARE NETHERLANDISH SILVER MOUNTED COCONUT DRINKING CUP CARVED WITH THE ARMOURIAL OF CHARLES V

AND HIS MOTTO ‘PLUS ULTRA’ HELD BETWEEN THE TWIN PILLARS OF HERCULES AND TWO FEROCIOUS LIONS
16TH / 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 11.5CM HIGH, 7CM DIA. - 4½ INS HIGH, 2¾ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

IN ITS NATIVE HABITAT THE COCONUT IS A NEVER ENDING CROP AND HAS BEEN USED FOR ALL KINDS OF EATING AND
DRINKING VESSELS FOR CENTURIES. HOWEVER, AS EARLY IMPORTS TO RENAISSANCE EUROPE, LIKE OSTRICH EGGS,
THEY WERE REGARDED AS GREAT RARITIES, VALUABLE AND COSTLY OBJECTS TO BE CARVED BY SKILLED CRAFTSMEN

AND CONVERTED INTO SILVER MOUNTED GOBLETS AND DISHES.
THE HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR CHARLES V WAS BORN IN GHENT, PART OF THE HABSBURG NETHERLANDS IN 1500. HE WAS

HEIR TO THREE OF EUROPE’S LEADING DYNASTIES; THE VALOIS OF BURGUNDY, HABSBURG OF AUSTRIA AND
TRASTÁMARA OF SPAIN. AS A HABSBURG HE INHERITED AUSTRIA AND OTHER LANDS IN CENTRAL EUROPE AND WAS

ELECTED TO SUCCEED HIS GRANDFATHER MAXMILLAN I AS HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR. HE WAS ALSO THE GRANDSON OF
THE CATHOLIC MONARCHS OF SPAIN AND AS SUCH INHERITED THE CROWN OF CASTILE WHICH WAS BEGINNING TO

DEVELOP AN EMPIRE IN THE AMERICAS AND ASIA, AND THE CROWN OF ARAGON WHICH INCLUDED A MEDITERRANEAN
EMPIRE EXTENDING TO SOUTHERN ITALY. HE WAS THE FIRST KING TO RULE CASTILE AND ARAGON AS A UNIFIED

COUNTRY AND WAS OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE FIRST ‘KING OF SPAIN’. THE UNION HE CREATED BETWEEN THE HOLY
ROMAN EMPIRE AND THE SPANISH EMPIRE WAS THE CLOSEST EUROPE CAME TO A UNIVERSAL MONARCHY SINCE THE

TIME OF CHARLEMAGNE IN THE 9TH CENTURY. CHARLES V DIED IN 1558 HAVING ABDICATED IN FAVOUR OF HIS SON TWO
YEARS PREVIOUSLY, EXHAUSTED FROM HIS EFFORTS IN WAR AND UNIFICATION, AT A MONASTERY IN SPAIN.

 


