Finch & C°

NETHERLANDS LATE MEDIEVAL BALLOCK DAGGER

NETHERLANDS LATE MEDIEVAL BALLOCK DAGGER THE OAK WOOD TRUMPET SHAPED GRIP WITH BRASS POMVEL
ENGRAVED WITH AREPRESENTATION OF ASAINT THE NARROW IRON BLADE WITH SINGLE EDGE
15TH CENTURY
SIZE: 32.5CMLONG- 12%INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE PORT OF AMSTERDAMWAS FIRST USED COMVERCIALLY IN THE 13TH CENTURY AND DAGGERS HAVE BEEN FOUND
OVER TIME AROUND THE MOUTH OF THE CHANNEL LEADING TO THE PORT. THE ENGRAVING ON THE BRASS POMVEL
MOST PROBABLY REPRESENTS SAINT BARBARAWHO WAS THE PATRON SAINT OF ARMOURERS. THE QUALITY OF THE

ENGRAVING SUGGESTS THAT THE MAKERS PROCURED THE ENGRAVED PLATES FROMSILVERSMTHS OR COPPERPLATE
ENGRAVERS.

MEDIEVAL CULTURE WAS FULL OF PHALLIC IMAGERY AND THE BALLOCK DAGGER, WHICH FIRST APPEARED AROUND
1300 AD, WAS SHAPED FROMA SINGLE PIECE OF WOOD TO RESEMBLE AN ERECT PENIS AND TESTICLES WITH A
BULBOUS POMVEL AND AROUNDED LOBE EITHER SIDE OF THE BLADE IN PLACE OF THE GUARD. HOWEVER, THIS
IMAGERY WAS PROBABLY NOT MEANT TO BE REGARDED AS EROTIC, BUT APOTROPAIC, ADEFENCE TO WARD OFF EML
AND ILL-FORTUNE. IN THE 15TH CENTURY THE GRIP OF THE DAGGER WAS ALTERED IN SHAPE TO FLARE OUT LIKE A
TRUMPET WITH THE POMVEL CAPPED WITH AN ENGRAVED METAL PLATE AS IN THIS EXAVPLE.

AGERMAN FIGHT MASTER WROTE IN HIS MANUAL ON MARTIAL ARTS IN 1445: ‘NOWWE COME TO THE DAGGER: GOD
HELPS US ALL’ KNIGHTS INITIALLY THOUGHT THE DAGGER AS AWEAPON TO BE UNIMPORTANT, BUT BY THE 14TH
CENTURY IT HAD BECOME AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THEIR EQUIPMENT.



