
SAILORS SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE
A SUPERB AND SUBSTANTIAL SAILORS SCRIMSHAW NARWHAL TUSK WALKING CANE ‘MONODON MONCEROS’

THE EYELETS FOR A WRIST THONG OF GOLD
OLD SMOOTH SILKY CREAMY YELLOW PATINA, THE TIP WITH ORIGINAL BRASS FERRULE 

LATE 18TH CENTURY - EARLY 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: SIZE: 90CM LONG - 35½ INS LONG 

(CITES ARTICLE 10 PAPERWORK AVAILABLE)

 



LITERATURE
KNOWN AS THE ‘UNICORN OF THE SEA’ NARWHAL, A RELATIVE OF THE WHITE BELUGA WHALE, WERE ENCOUNTERED BY

16TH CENTURY MARINERS HUNTING THE COLOSSAL SPERM WHALES IN THE ARCTIC SEAS. THE TUSKS WOULD BE
BROUGHT BACK FROM AROUND GREENLAND AND SOLD TO MERCHANTS AND COLLECTORS IN EUROPE AS MAGICAL AND

VALUABLE OBJECTS OF CURIOSITY. THEY WERE THOUGHT TO POSSESS THE POWER TO BE ABLE TO DETECT POISON,
AND SO WERE OFTEN PLACED ON BANQUETING TABLES WHERE THEY WOULD ‘SWEAT TEARS’ IF THE FOOD CONTAINED

DEADLY SUBSTANCES. QUEEN ELIZABETH I WAS SAID TO HAVE OBTAINED A FINE SPECIMEN BY PAYING FOR ITS WEIGHT IN
GOLD. BELIEF IN THE EXISTENCE OF THE UNICORN PERSISTED INTO THE 18TH CENTURY WHEN OVER 100 ‘UNICORN’

APOTHECARY SHOPS COULD BE FOUND IN GERMANY.

 


