
NETHERLANDISH ALABASTER TOMB FIGURE OF A LADY KNEELING IN PRAYER
A NETHERLANDISH ALABASTER TOMB FIGURE OF A LADY KNEELING IN PRAYER WEARING A LINEN COIF AND COLLAR
OVER AN OPEN FRONTED ‘VLIEGER’ OR GOWN GARMENTS RESERVED FOR MARRIED WOMEN A BABY IN SWADDLING

CLOTHES AT HER FEET
FIRST HALF 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 32CM HIGH, 16CM WIDE, 12CM DEEP - 12½ INS HIGH, 6¼ INS WIDE, 4¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

TOMB SCULPTURE HAS EXISTED AS AN ART FORM SINCE THE DAWN OF CIVILISATION AND ITS IMAGERY EXPRESSES THE
HOPES AND FEARS OF MANKIND IN THE FACE OF DEATH AND HIS STRIVING FOR IMMORTALITY.

ALABASTER AND STONE WERE THE CHIEF MATERIALS USED IN THE PRODUCTION OF CHURCH MONUMENTS IN THE LATE
16TH AND EARLY 17TH CENTURY. THIS ALABASTER FIGURE ONCE KNELT BESIDE A RECLINING EFFIGY OF A RELATIVE,

MOST PROBABLY A FAMILY GROUP. THE TOMB MONUMENTS OF THIS PERIOD OFTEN HAD WHOLE FAMILIES INTEGRATED
INTO A SINGLE SCULPTURAL GROUP, ALL KNEELING TOGETHER IN PAIRS OR ON THE SAME LEVEL, FATHER AND SONS TO
THE LEFT, MOTHER AND DAUGHTERS TO THE RIGHT. THE CHILDREN WHO HAD ALREADY DIED WERE SHOWN HOLDING

SKULLS. THE EFFIGIES VARIED IN SIZE WITH A DIFFERENCE IN SCALE BETWEEN THE PARENTS AND THE YOUNGEST
CHILDREN. THE IDEAL OF A LOVING, UNITED, RELIGIOUS FAMILY WAS FIRMLY EXPRESSED IN THESE FUNERARY

MONUMENTS.

 


