Finch & C°

NORTH CENTRAL INDIA MADHYA PRADESH BANDED SANDSTONE CARVING OF GANESHA THE ELEPHANT-HEADED MULTI-
ARMED HINDU GOD

ANORTH CENTRAL INDIAMADHYA PRADESH BANDED RED SANDSTONE CARVING OF GANESHA THE ELEPHANT-HEADED
MULTI-ARMED HINDU GOD BRINGER OF LUCK AND SUCCESS
HIS TRUNK CURLED AROUND HIS GREAT BATTLE AXE ONE HAND HOLDING THE BROKEN TUSK STANDING NEXT TO THE
GODDESS PARVATI ASTRING OF BEADS ACCENTUATING HER FULL FIGURE
11TH - 12TH CENTURY AD
SIZE: 23CMHIGH, 34.5CMWIDE, 19CMDEEP - 9 INS HIGH, 13"2INS WIDE, 772 INS DEEP
26CMHIGH - 102 INS HIGH (ON BASE)

LITERATURE

THE ELEPHANT-HEADED GANESHA, ASON OF SHIVAIS ABELOVED DIMINITY IN INDIAWHO IS WORSHIPPED WITH MUCH
ENTHUSIASMAND GREAT FESTIVALS ARE ORGANISED IN HIS HONOUR. HE IS REGARDED AS ADESTROYER OF
OBSTACLES, ADISPENSER OF WEALTH AND WISDOMAND ABESTOWER OF SUCCESS. HE ALSO HAS AREPUTATION FOR
BEING WILY AND ACTING ONLY AFTER THOUGHT, AND IF ANGERED OR IGNORED, HE IS NO LONGER AREMOVER, BUT A
CREATOR OF OBSTACLES. ON ENTERING ATEMPLE AWORSHIPPER WILL ACKNOWLEDGE GANESHABEFORE ANY OTHER
GOD. HIS SHRINE WILL BE LOCATED IN THE ENTRANCE AND BEFORE HOMAGE IS PAID TO THE MAIN DEITY GANESHAMUST
BE SATISFIED.

GANESHAWAS BORN FROMPARVATI AND WAS CREATED FROM THE MIXTURE OF UNGUENTS AND DIRT SHE RUBBED
FROMHER LEGS AS SHE WASHED IN THE RIVER. BY HER OWN ENERGY SHE EMPOWERED THE SMALL MODEL OF THE
MALE FIGURE SHE HAD MADE AND BROUGHT IT TO LIFE AS HER SON GANESHA. AT THE TIME OF HIS BIRTH SHIVAWAS
AWAY FROMHOME AND ON RETURNING HE FOUND AN UNKNOWWN YOUNG MAN STANDING GUARD OUTSIDE THE
BATHROOM OF HIS WIFE PARVATI. HE CHALLENGED HIMAND GANESHA, EQUALLY UNKNOWING OF HIS FATHER,
CHALLENGED HIMTO AFIGHT. THE RESULT WAS NEVER IN DOUBT FOR SHIVAIS THE GREATEST OF THE GODS AND THE
FATHER KILLED HIS OWN SON BY CUTTING OFF HIS HUMAN HEAD. WHEN PARVATI FOUND OUT WHAT HAD HAPPENED AND
EXPLAINED THE CIRCUMSTANCES TO SHIVATHE GOD UNDERTOOK TO RESTORE GANESHATO LIFE. HE IMVEDIATELY
ORDERED ONE OF HIS SERVANTS TO BRING HIMTHE HEAD OF THE FIRST BEING HE MET. THIS WAS AN ELEPHANT AND SO
GANESHAWAS RETURNED TO LIFE WITH AN ELEPHANT S HEAD.

IN RECOGNITION OF HIS COURAGE IN THE DEFENCE OF HIS MOTHER'S CHAVBER GANESHAWAS GIVEN CUSTODY OVER
ALL DOORWAYS, AND THIS CAN BE SEEN IN THOUSANDS OF EXAMPLES THROUGHOUT INDIAWHERE AN IMAGE OF THE
CORPULENT DIVINITY IS PLACED IN ALINTEL ABOVE AN ENTRANCE.



