
ANCIENT GREEK CARVED MARBLE LION’S PAW TABLE LEG
AN ANCIENT GREEK CARVED MARBLE LION’S PAW TABLE LEG THE RISING COLUMN WITH CONVEX FLUTES SEPARATED BY

RAISED RIBS THE PAWS DISPLAYING OUTSTRETCHED CLAWS
4TH - 3RD CENTURY BC

SIZE: 24.5CM HIGH, 10CM WIDE, 23CM DEEP - 9¾ INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE, 9 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

TABLES SERVED IN ANCIENT TIMES ONLY FOR THE SUPPORT OF VESSELS NECESSARY FOR MEALS, NOT AS WITH US, FOR
WRITING AND READING, AS WELL AS EATING. AS THE COUCHES ON WHICH PEOPLE RECLINED AT MEAL TIMES WERE NOT
HIGH THE TABLES WERE LOWER THAN OURS. SOME WERE QUADRANGULAR AND HAD FOUR LEGS, AND THIS WAS FOR A
LONG TIME THE ONLY FORM CUSTOMARY AMONG THE ROMANS. OTHERS HAD CIRCULAR OR OVAL TOPS AND RESTED ON
EITHER ONE LEG OR MORE FREQUENTLY THREE, TO WHICH THE SHAPE OF ANIMALS FEET WAS GIVEN. THE GREEKS SET
A HIGH VALUE ON THE ARTISTIC ADORNMENT OF THEIR TABLES AND THE FEET WERE WROUGHT IN THE FINEST METAL,

IVORY, MARBLE OR STONEWORK. ANOTHER KIND OF ORNAMENTAL TABLE WAS THE ‘DELPHICA’ IN THE FORM OF A GREEK
TRIPOD WITH A ROUND TOP. TABLES WERE ALSO INCLUDED IN THE FURNITURE OF A TEMPLE, ESPECIALLY THOSE

WHICH STOOD DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF THE STATUE OF THE GOD ON WHICH WERE LAID THE OFFERINGS NOT INTENDED
TO BE BURNT.

 


