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LITERATURE

THE ROSSET FAMILY OF SCULPTORS FROM ST CLAUDE IN THE JURA IN EASTERN FRANCE OFTEN WORKED TOGETHER
AND SPECIALISED IN PORTRAIT BUSTS MADE OF ALABASTER, MARBLE AND IVORY. CLAUDE-ANTOINE ROSSET BECAME
THE MOST FAMOUS, BUT IT WAS HIS FATHER JOSEPH ROSSET (1706 - 1786) WHO WAS INTRODUCED TO VOLTAIRE WHO

LIVED AT THE TIME IN NEARBY CHÍ¢TEAU FERNEY. ALTHOUGH VOLTAIRE COMPLAINED ABOUT THE NUMBER OF TIMES HE
WAS ASKED TO SIT FOR HIS PORTRAIT HE EVENTUALLY AGREED AND SEVERAL BUSTS AND STATUETTES RESULTED

FROM THIS FIRST SITTING. THEY BECAME FRIENDS PLAYING CHESS TOGETHER. A MARBLE BUST DATED 1768 OF
VOLTAIRE BY JOSEPH ROSSET IS NOW IN THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM AND HIS THREE SONS MOST PROBABLY

USED THIS SCULPTURE AS A MODEL FOR SUBSEQUENT CARVINGS. THE ROSSET FAMILY PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN
THE PRODUCTION AND CIRCULATION OF VOLTAIRE’S IMAGE IN SCULPTURE.

VOLTAIRE (1694 - 1778) WAS A KEY FIGURE IN THE FRENCH ENLIGHTENMENT, A HIGHLY INFLUENTIAL PHILOSOPHER, A
CHAMPION OF TOLERANCE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, DRAMATIST, POET AND HISTORIAN. MONTESQUIEU (1689 - 1755) WAS A
FRENCH JUDGE, POLITICAL PHILOSOPHER AND MAN OF LETTERS. BORN CHARLES-LOUIS DE SECONDANT, BARON DE LA
BRÍ̈ DE ET DE MONTESQUIEU, HE IS FAMOUS FOR HIS ARTICULATION OF THE THEORY OF THE SEPARATION OF POWERS;

THE EXECUTIVE, THE LEGISLATIVE AND THE JUDICIAL, WHICH BECAME IMPLEMENTED IN MANY CONSTITUTIONS



THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. IN 1748 HE ANONYMOUSLY PUBLISHED ‘THE SPIRIT OF LAWS’ WHICH WENT ON TO
INFLUENCE THE FOUNDING FATHERS IN THEIR DRAFTING OF THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION.

 


