
STERN BOARD OF A DIPLOMATIC AUSTRIAN SHIPS DINGHY
AN INTERESTING FINE STERN BOARD OF A DIPLOMATIC AUSTRIAN SHIPS DINGHY CARVED OF HONDURAS MAHOGANY

INLAID WITH EBONY COROMANDEL WALNUT AND SNAKE WOODS WITH PAINTED DECORATION DETAILING AN
ARISTOCRATIC ARMOURIAL AND TWO SAILING FRIGATES FLYING THE RED ENSIGN AND THE AUSTRIAN FLAG

OLD COLLECTION LABEL TO REVERSE
LATE 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 46CM HIGH, 81CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP - 18 INS HIGH, 32 INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE ARMS DISPLAYED ON THE SHIP’S DINGHY BOARD ARE THOSE OF JOHANN PHILLIP CARL JOSEPH VON STADION,
COUNT OF WARTHAUSEN (1763 - 1824). BORN IN MAINZ HE WAS A STATESMAN, FOREIGN MINISTER AND DIPLOMAT WHO

SERVED THE HAPSBURG EMPIRE DURING THE NAPOLEONIC WARS. FROM 1787 TO 1790 HE WAS AMBASSADOR IN
STOCKHOLM AND THEN IN LONDON FROM 1790 TO 1793 WHERE HE PRESUMABLY USED HIS SHIP’S DINGHY UPON THE
THAMES. HE ACTIVELY LOBBIED FOR ENGLAND TO JOIN THE COALITION AGAINST NAPOLEON AND REPUTEDLY WENT TO

SICILY AT THE TIME OF NELSON WHEN THE AUSTRIANS WERE EVACUATED BY SEA. FROM 1793 TO 1795 HE HAD A
MEASURE OF SUCCESS AS AN ENVOY TO ST PETERSBURG WHERE HE PLAYED A LARGE PART IN THE FORMATION OF THE
3RD COALITION AGAINST NAPOLEON, WHICH ULTIMATELY FAILED. AFTER A PERIOD OF RETIREMENT HE WAS ENTRUSTED

WITH A MISSION TO THE PRUSSIAN COURT WHERE FROM 1800 TO 1803 HE ENDEAVOURED IN VAIN TO EFFECT AN
ALLIANCE WITH AUSTRIA. AFTER METTERNICH TOOK OVER AS FOREIGN MINISTER HE BECAME THE MINISTER OF FINANCE

AND DURING THE LAST 10 YEARS OF HIS LIFE SPENT A STRENUOUS BUT PARTLY SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT IN
REORGANISING THE DISORDERED FINANCES OF AUSTRIA, EVENTUALLY FOUNDING THE AUSTRIAN CENTRAL BANK.
THE HISTORIAN ROBERT A. KANN HAS DESCRIBED HIM AS ‘A MAN OF OUTSTANDING GIFTS PERHAPS THE FOREMOST

DIPLOMAT IN IMPERIAL AUSTRIAN HISTORY’ (A HISTORY OF THE HAPSBURG EMPIRE 1526 - 1918).

 


