
SET OF RUSSIAN TULA MINIATURE STEEL FIRE IRONS
A SET OF RUSSIAN TULA MINIATURE STEEL FIRE IRONS ON STAND DECORATED WITH CHASED FLORAL MOTIFS

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 10CM HIGH, 5CM WIDE, 4CM DEEP - 4 INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE, 1½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

TULA IS A REGION IN RUSSIA IN THE SREDENEROSKY HILLS TO THE SOUTH OF MOSCOW WHOSE CAPITAL TOWN OF TULA
HAS BEEN FAMOUS FOR THE REMARKABLE STEEL WORK IT HAS PRODUCED SINCE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE

ARMOURY BY PETER THE GREAT IN 1712. THE MASTERY OF THE CRAFTSMEN AND THEIR DIAMOND CUTTING OF THE
STEEL WORKS OF ART, TOGETHER WITH ARMS AND ARMOUR, WAS UNRIVALLED THROUGHOUT EUROPE. EACH OBJECT

WAS CHASED, BLUED, CHISELLED, GILDED, INLAID OR PIERCED LIKE PARADE WEAPONS. THE ARMOURERS SPENT
DECADES ACQUIRING THE ORIGINAL SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES APPRENTICED TO MASTERS, AND IN RETURN FOR THE

NON-INTERRUPTED SUPPLY OF WEAPONS TO THE GOVERNMENT, THE RIGHT TO PRODUCE NON-MILITARY LUXURY ITEMS
WAS GRANTED AS A PRIVILEGE TO THEM. THIS PRIVILEGE CONTRIBUTED GREATLY TO THE FLOURISHING OF THE ART OF
TULA STEEL MAKING AND THE ARMOURERS WERE THEN ALSO GIVEN THE RIGHT TO PRODUCE VARIOUS ITEMS AT HOME

AND TRADE IN THEM WITHOUT BEING TAXED EITHER IN RUSSIA OR ABROAD.
AFTER THE ROYAL VISIT OF CATHERINE II TO THE ARMOURY IN 1787, TULA’S DISTINCTIVE STYLE CAME INTO ITS OWN AND
ITS PRODUCTS BECAME HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER. THE TULA MASTERS OFTEN PRESENTED THEIR BEST WORKS TO THE

EMPRESS, BUT SHE ALSO BOUGHT ARTICLES AT THEIR ANNUAL SOPHIA TRADE FAIR IN TSARSKOE SELO. CATHERINE THE
GREAT’S PASSION FOR TULA WARE WAS SO GREAT THAT SHE MERGED HER COLLECTION WITH THAT OF HER CROWN

JEWELS AND PLACED IT IN A SPECIAL GALLERY AT THE WINTER PALACE. ENJOYING IMPERIAL PATRONAGE THE
ARMOURERS CONTINUED TO PRODUCE EXCEPTIONAL STEEL DECORATIVE WARES THAT HAD ONCE ORIGINATED AS A

SIDELINE TO ARMAMENTS. TULA WARE WAS ADMIRED SO MUCH IN EUROPE THAT IT WAS IMITATED IN SILVER AND SILVER
GILT IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY BY THE AUGSBURG GOLD AND SILVERSMITHS.



 


