Finch & C°

WEST AFRICAN COTE D'IVOIRE BAULE SPIRIT HGURES ANELY CARVED WITH DETAILED COIFFURE SCARIACATION MARKS

TWO WEST AFRICAN COTE D’IMOIRE BAULE SPIRIT FIGURES FINELY CARVED WITH DETAILED COIFFURE SCARIFICATION
MARKS CAREFULLY PLACED LIMBS AND DELICATE FACES
PROBABLY BUSH SPIRIT FIGURES
OLD ENCRUSTED SACRIFICIAL PATINAWITH PATCHES OF POLISHED HANDLED WEAR
LATE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 30.5CMHIGH - 12 INS HIGH AND 29CMHIGH - 11%2INS HIGH

LITERATURE

BAULE SCULPTURE IS ONE OF WEST AFRICA'S MOST SIGNIFICANT ART TRADITIONS WHICH INFLUENCED MANY 20TH
CENTURY ARTISTS NOTABLY AVEDEO MODIGLIANI. TO WESTERN EYES THE ESSENCE OF BAULE STYLE IS ABALANCED
ASYMVETRY THAT EXCITES WHILST ALSO SUGGESTING STABILITY AND CALM THE FACES ARE TILTED GENTLY TO ONE

SIDE WHILST ONE EYE IS LOWER THAN THE OTHER, THE HAIR IS FINELY CARVED IN ZIG ZAG RIDGES, AND THE
DOWNCAST EYES TOGETHER WITH THE CAREFUL HOLDING OF THEIR HANDS AGAINST THEIR BODIES ALL GIVE AFEELING
OF PEACEFUL INTROSPECTION.

BAULE FIGURES ARE CARVED TO REPRESENT TWO TYPES OF SPIRIT: SPIRIT SPOUSES OR MATES IN THE OTHER WORLD
OR BUSH SPIRITS WHO INHABIT NATURE BEYOND THE EDGE OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS. BOTH ARE SIMLAR IN FORMAND
EACH TYPE IS REFERRED TO BY THE BAULE AS ‘WAKASAN’, APERSON IN THE WOOD. FIGURAL BUSH SPIRITS ARE
CARVED AS INTERMEDIARIES WHO MAY INTERVENE IN APERSON'S LIFE TO CONFER CLAIRVOYANCE ENABLING THEMTO
DIVINE THROUGH TRANCE DANCES. THEY ARE ALSO USED TO LOCALISE TROUBLESOME SPIRITS AND IN THIS INSTANCE
THE FIGURES RECEIVE LIBATIONS AND DEVELOP AN ENCRUSTED SURFACE AS HAVE THESE EXAMPLES. SOMETIVES
THESE FIGURES BECOME IMPORTANT SPIRIT HELPERS AND ARE DISPLAYED NEAR THE DIMNER DURING APUBLIC
PERFORMANCE.



