Finch & C°

RARE TIBETAN GILDED COPPER CEREMONIAL HEADDRESS

ARARE TIBETAN GILDED COPPER CEREMONIAL HEADDRESS DECORATED WITH IMAGES OF THE FIVE CELESTIAL
BUDDHAS WHO REPRESENT THE PRIMORDIAL BUDDHA'S DIVINE ATTRIBUTES
INLAID WITH CORAL AND TURQUOISE THE SIDES DISPLAYING AUSPICIOUS EMBLEMS
OLD REPAIRS TO CHEEK PIECES
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 42 5CMHIGH, 29CMWIDE, 22CMDEEP - 16% INS HIGH, 11%% INS WIDE, 8% INS DEEP / 54CMHIGH, 214 INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

LITERATURE

THE IMAGE OF THE CELESTIAL CROWNED BUDDHAWAS INTERPRETED DIFFERENTLY BY VARIOUS BUDDHIST
COMMUNITIES PARTLY BECAUSE TANTRIC PRACTICES AND RITUALS IN TIBET WERE SHROUDED IN MYSTERY AND
SECRECY IN ORDER TO PROTECT THEMFROM THE MORE MAINSTREAM CONSERVATIVE DEVOTEES AND ALSO TO GIVE
THEMADDED POTENCY.

IN 1410 ARENOWNED BUDDHIST TEACHER LAMATSONGKHAPA, FOUNDER OF THE GELUKEPA SCHOOL IN TIBET, PLACED
ACROWN ON THE HOLY JOWO STATUE, THE MAIN IMAGE IN THE JOKHANG TEMPLE IN LHASA KNOWN AS THE JOWO
BUDDHAIT IS THE MOST SACRED STATUE IN TIBET AND IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN CARRIED THERE BY KING SONGTSEN
GAVPO'S CHINESE WIFE IN THE MD 7TH CENTURY. OF NIRHANAKAYA FORM, THE CROWN OFFERED BY LAVA
TSONGKHAPATRANSFORNMED IT INTO A SAVBOGHAKAYA IMAGE AND IT HAS REMAINED AS SUCH TO THE PRESENT DAY.
THE PRIMORDIAL BUDDHA WHO WEARS THE CROWN IS THUS SURROUNDED BY THE FIVE CELESTIAL BUDDHA'S WHO
REPRESENT HIS DIMNE ATTRIBUTES AND WHO ARE LINKED TO THE FIVE ELEMENTS, THE FIVE SENSES AND THE FIVE KEY
ENERGY CENTRES IN THE HUMAN BODY LOCATED IN THE HEAD, MOUTH, HEART, NAVEL AND FEET. WHEN WORN IN
MEDITATION BY VAJ RAYANAPRIESTS THE CEREMONIAL HELMET TRANSFORMS THEMINTO THE VERY ESSENCE OF THE
FIVE BUDDHAS DEPICTED SEATED AROUND THE RIM THE TRIPLE DOME OF THE HEADDRESS IS SAID TO BE SYMBOLIC OF



THE HIGHER STATES OF KNOWLEDGE ATTAINED THROUGH TANTRIC INITIATION AND PRACTICE.



