Finch & C°

GERMAN BAVARIAN AMULETIC SILVER MOUNTED ANGER OF ROCK CRYSTAL ‘CHARIVARY

AGERMAN BAVARIAN AMULETIC SILVER MOUNTED FINGER OF ROCK CRYSTAL ‘CHARIVARI WORN ON ABELT TOPROTECT
AND AID THE HUNTER
LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5.5CMLONG- 274 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE BELIEF THAT THE WEARING OF CERTAIN STONES OR NATURAL MATERIALS SUCH AS CORAL AND AVBER WOULD
PROTECT THE WEARER REMAINED STRONG THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES. THE ANCIENT GREEKS CALLED ROCK
CRYSTAL ‘KRUOS' MEANING ‘ICY COLD’ AS THEY BELIEVED IT TO BE AFORM OF SUPERCOOLED ICE. THE ROMAN
NATURALIST PLINY THE ELDER THOUGHT IT WAS WATER ICE PERMANENTLY FROZEN AFTER GREAT LENGTHS OF TIVE,
AND THIS IDEAWAS SUPPORTED BY THE FACT THAT ROCK CRYSTAL IS FOUND NEAR GLACIERS IN THE ALPS. PLINY ALSO
KNEW OF ITS ABILITY TO SPLIT LIGHT INTOASPECTRUM
IN BOTH ANTIQUITY AND IN LATER MEDIEVAL TIMES ROCK CRYSTAL WAS HELD TO BE TALISMANIC AND TO HAVE AMULETIC
PROPERTIES. IN THE MIDDLE AGES IT WAS THOUGHT TO BE PARTICULARLY EFFICACIOUS IN ENSURING A COPIOUS
LACTATION AFTER CHILD BIRTH, AND LARGE BEADS SHAPED FROMROCK CRYSTAL WERE OFTEN FOUND IN THE GRAVES
OF HIGH STATUS INDIMDUALS OF THIS PERIOD.



