Finch & C°

BERING STRAIT ESKIMO INUIT BARBED WHALEBONE HARPOON OR SPEAR HEAD POINT

BERING STRAT ESKIMO INUIT BARBED WHALEBONE HARPOON OR SPEAR HEAD POINT
OLD SMOOTH SOFT CREAMY PATINA
ATTACHED AN OLD LABEL READING ‘BEASLEY COLLECTION ESQUIMAUXBERING STRAIT 27.7.24’
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 12.5CMLONG- 5 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE GREATEST CHALLENGE TO ESKIMO SURMIVAL WAS NOT THE COLD, BUT THE DIFFICULTY OF OBTAINING FOOD SINCE
THE ONLY FOOD RESOURCES THE ARCTIC PROVIDED IN ANY QUANTITY WAS MAVMALS AND FISH. IT REQUIRED
CONSIDERABLE INGENUITY AND EFFORT TO OBTAIN THESE NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THE BEHAVIOUR OF THE ANIMALS,
BUT BECAUSE ICE, WIND AND THE BARREN LANDSCAPE MADE IT EXTREMELY DIFFICULT FOR THE HUNTER TO APPROACH
THEIR PREY. HOWEVER, ONCE CAUGHT THESE ANIMALS AND FISH PROVIDED THE RAW MATERIALS FOR NOT ONLY FOQD,
BUT FOR CLOTHING, SHELTER, FUEL, UTENSILS, TOOLS AND WEAPONS.

THESE SMALL CAREFULLY BARBED WHALEBONE POINTS WERE USED ON HARPOONS WITH FEATHERED SHAFTS THAT
WERE THROWN IN CONJUNCTION WITH ATHROWING BOARD WHEN HUNTING SMALLER SEAMAMVIVALS IN OPEN WATER
WITH DRAG AND FLOAT GEAR FROMAKAYAK.



