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LITERATURE

THE VERY DETAILED SCENE SHOWING THE TAKING OF THE BASTILLE IS ENTITLED ‘PRISE PAR LES CETOYENS DE LA
VILLE DE PARIS LE 14 JUET 1789’ AND COMMEMORATES THE DAY THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE MARCHED UPON THE

FORTRESS OF THE BASTILLE, AFTER WHICH A GENERATION OF CAMPAIGN FOR LEGAL REFORM HAD COME TO SYMBOLISE
ALL THAT WAS HATEFUL WITH AN ABSOLUTIST REGIME THAT ALLOWED THE KING TO IMPRISON HIS SUBJECTS WITHOUT

TRIAL AND DISMISS HIS MINISTERS AT WILL.
THE FALL OF THE BASTILLE WAS PRECIPITATED BY NEWS ON 12TH JULY 1789 OF THE KING’S DISMISSAL OF NECKER. ON
THE SAME NIGHT WEAPONS WERE SEIZED FROM GUNSMITHS SHOPS, CROWDS BURNED DOWN THE RING OF CUSTOMS
BARRIERS AROUND THE CITY AND WERE JOINED BY THE ARMED FORCES GARRISONED THERE, THE GARDE FRANÍ§AISE.

THE NEXT DAY TWO DETACHMENTS OF THE GARDE SUPPORTED BY SEVERAL HUNDRED ARMED CIVILIANS FOUGHT
THEIR WAY INTO THE BUILDING. NEARLY 100 PEOPLE WERE KILLED DURING THE FIGHTING AND OF THE MANY

THOUSANDS OF SURVIVORS OVER 650 WERE OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AS ‘CONQUERORS
OF THE BASTILLE’. MOST OF THEM CAME FROM THE FAUBOURG ST ANTOINE TO THE EAST, NOT ONLY THE CLOSEST

DISTRICT TO THE BASTILLE, BUT ALSO ONE OF THE POOREST. MANY WERE INVOLVED IN THE FURNISHING TRADES, THEY
WERE JOINERS, CABINET MAKERS, LOCKSMITHS, SHOEMAKERS, AND SCULPTORS WHO WERE THE MAINSTAY OF THE



LOCAL ECONOMY. THEY OCCUPIED A SPECIAL PLACE IN THE PUBLIC CEREMONIES HELD TO MARK THE ANNIVERSARY OF
1789 ON THE 14TH JULY 1790, AND THE DATE HAS BEEN CELEBRATED EVER SINCE.

AFTER THE FALL OF THE BASTILLE BOTH THE KING AND THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BEGGED NECKER TO RETURN TO THE
GOVERNMENT. THE KING’S ATTEMPTS AT FORCE HAD COME TO NOTHING AND A FINANCIAL CRISIS LOOMED. WHEN

NECKER CAME BACK HE HOPED TO ESTABLISH A WORKING PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN HIS MINISTRY AND THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY, BUT THE LATTER WAS CONVULSED IN A STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE ‘ANGLOPHILES’ WHO STILL WANTED A

LIMITED MONARCHY AND THE ‘PATRIOTS’. ON THE 5TH AND 6TH OF OCTOBER, THE OCTOBER DAYS, THE HOPES OF THE
MODERATES WERE DASHED, THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WAS FORCED TO MOVE FROM VERSAILLES TO PARIS WITH THE
ROYAL FAMILY AND CAME UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF THE PARISIAN DEMOCRACY. NECKER STRUGGLED TO RESTORE
ROYAL AUTHORITY AND TRIED TO RESTRAIN THE USE OF PAPER MONEY WHICH, HE BELIEVED, WOULD ONLY WORSEN
THE FINANCIAL CRISIS. ON THE 2ND SEPTEMBER 1790 UTTERLY EXHAUSTED AND BITTERLY DEFEATED, HE SUBMITTED

HIS RESIGNATION AND WENT INTO EXILE.

 


