
EUROPEAN CARVED LIMESTONE CELTIC VOTIVE HEAD OF A MALE WARRIOR
A LARGE EUROPEAN CARVED LIMESTONE CELTIC VOTIVE HEAD OF A MALE WARRIOR WEARING A TYPICAL FLOWING

MOUSTACHE SMALL BEARD AND CURLING LOCKS OF HAIR STIFFENED WITH LIME WASH THE SLIT MOUTH OPEN AS IF IN
COMMAND 

CIRCA 1ST CENTURY BC - 1ST CENTURY AD 
SIZE: 31CM HIGH, 22CM WIDE, 25CM DEEP - 12¼ INS HIGH, 8¾ INS WIDE, 9¾ INS DEEP / 42CM HIGH - 16½ INS HIGH (WITH

BASE)

 
LITERATURE

FROM ABOUT 500 BC, FIRST GREEK AND LATER ROMAN HISTORIANS MENTION PEOPLES LIVING IN A LARGE AREA OF NON-
MEDITERRANEAN EUROPE AS CELTS. THESE CLASSICAL CHRONICLERS SEEM TO HAVE RECOGNISED THESE

COMMUNITIES AS HAVING SUFFICIENT SHARED CULTURAL TRADITIONS TO JUSTIFY THEIR BEING GIVEN A COMMON NAME,
‘KELTOI’ BY THE GREEKS, AND ‘CELTAE’ OR ‘GALLI’ BY THE ROMANS. THE EARLIEST ALLUSIONS TO CELTS BY SUCH

GREEK HISTORIANS AS HERODOTUS (485 - 425 BC) WERE FOLLOWED BY POLYBIUS (200 - 118 BC) AND LIVY (59 BC - AD
17) WHO DISCUSS THE EXPANSION OF THE CELTS FROM THEIR CENTRAL EUROPEAN HOMELANDS DURING THE 4TH AND

3RD CENTURIES BC. THEY DOCUMENT THE PRESENCE OF CELTS IN SPAIN, FRANCE, ITALY, GREECE AND ASIA MINOR,
SPECIFICALLY CENTRAL TURKEY. THEY TESTIFY TO THE SUCCESSFUL ROMAN RESISTANCE TO THE CELTS IN ITALY,

AFTER THE IGNOMINY OF THE SACKING OF ROME BY THEM IN 387 BC, AND DESCRIBE THE HUGE DEFEAT SUFFERED BY
THE CELTS AT THE BATTLE OF TELEMON IN NORTHERN ITALY IN 225 BC. THE CELTS IN GREECE WHO SACKED THE

SACRED SITE OF DELPHI IN 279 BC WERE DEFEATED BY KING ANTIGONOS GONATAS OF MACEDON IN 278 - 277 BC AND IN
TURKEY BY ALTALUS OF PERGAMON IN 240 BC. THE CELTS IN SPAIN FELL UNDER THE SHADOW OF ROME FROM 2ND
CENTURY BC AND THE CELTIC HEARTLAND KNOWN BY THE ROMANS AS ‘GAUL’ WAS CONQUERED BY THE ROMANS
UNDER JULIUS CAESAR IN THE MID 1ST CENTURY BC. BRITAIN WAS NOT REFERRED TO AS CELTIC BY THE ANCIENT

HISTORIANS, BUT CAESAR RECOGNISED THE CLOSE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN BRITAIN AND GAUL ESPECIALLY IN THEIR



POLITICAL ORGANISATION. TACITUS (55 - 120 AD) AND OTHERS CHRONICLED THE CONQUEST OF BRITAIN BETWEEN 43
AND 84 AD SOME MENTIONING THE FIERCE NATURE OF THE CELTS WHO WENT INTO BATTLE NAKED. 

CELTIC ART THEREFORE BELONGS TO AN ARTISTIC TRADITION IN THE EARLY HISTORY OF EUROPE WHICH IS NO LESS
IMPORTANT THAN THAT OF THE CLASSICAL WORLD. ART WAS CENTRAL TO CELTIC IDENTITY AND WAS CLOSELY RELATED

TO THE OBJECTS WHICH IT DECORATED. THE CELTS WERE USED TO SEEING ART AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THEIR
EVERYDAY LIVES.

 


