Finch & C°

FRENCH FAUX WOOD POCKET SNUFF BOX THE BASE WITH A SECRET COMPARTMENT

AFRENCH FAUXWOOD POCKET SNUFF BOXTHE BASE WITH ASECRET COMPARTMENT ASLIDING COVER REVEALING AN
EROTIC PAINTED SCENE DEPICTING AN AMOROUS COUPLE
CIRCA1840-60
SIZE: 2CMHIGH, 7CMWIDE, 4.5CMDEEP - 34 INS HIGH, 2% INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

IN ANCIENT ROME A CELEBRATED FESTIVAL WAS HELD ANNUALLY ON THE 17TH MARCH IN WHICH AMONSTROUS
PHALLUS WAS CARRIED IN PROCESSION IN WORSHIP TO PRIAPUS AND HIS GENERATIVE POWERS. HIS WORSHIPPERS
FOLLOWED INDULGING LOUDLY AND OPENLY IN OBSCENE SONGS, CONVERSATION AND ATTITUDES, AND WHEN IT
HALTED THE MOST RESPECTABLE OF MATRONS CEREMONIOUSLY CROWNED THE HEAD OF THE PHALLUS WITH A
GARLAND.

UNLIKE THOSE OF ANCIENT ROME, PEOPLE IN THE 19TH CENTURY REGARDED SEXAS SHAVEFUL AND ANY WORK OF
ART, FROMANTIQUITIES TO CONTEMPORARY, DEEMED TO BE IN THE LEAST EROTICALLY EXCITING WAS SUPPRESSED.
BOXES SUCH AS THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN HIDDEN AWAY AND WERE OFTEN KEPT LOCKED UP IN SECRET COLLECTIONS
OF ERQOTICA



