
ANCIENT ROMAN MARBLE HAND WEARING A FINGER RING
AN ANCIENT ROMAN MARBLE HAND WEARING A FINGER RING FROM A LARGE OVER LIFE-SIZE STATUE 

CIRCA 2ND CENTURY AD
SIZE: 11.5CM HIGH, 20CM WIDE, 10CM DEEP - 4½ INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP / 17.5CM HIGH - 7 INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

ANCIENT ROMAN FINGER RINGS WERE MOSTLY MADE OF GOLD AND ENGRAVED WITH AN IMAGE THAT COULD BE USED AS
A PERSONAL SEAL. THE IMAGE WAS USUALLY ALSO AN AMULETIC ONE PROVIDING EVERYDAY PROTECTION TO THE

WEARER. THE USE OF A CUPID AS AN IMAGE DENOTED THE RING’S USE AS WEDDING JEWELLERY.
TOWARDS THE END OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE INCREASING EMPHASIS WAS PLACED ON PRECIOUS STONES AND LESS ON

THE GOLD WORK IN WHICH THEY WERE SET. FOR THE FIRST TIME THE VERY HARDEST STONES WERE USED. UNCUT
DIAMONDS OCCASIONALLY, SAPPHIRES AND ABOVE ALL EMERALDS FROM THE NEWLY DISCOVERED EGYPTIAN MINES IN
THE RED SEA HILLS. THESE WERE SET IN THE NATURAL HEXAGONAL PRISMS IN WHICH THE STONES ARE FOUND. ONE

FORM OF GOLD WORKING THAT WAS POPULAR AT THIS TIME WAS A KIND OF METAL FRETWORK CALLED ‘OPUS
INTERRASITE’ IN WHICH PATTERNS ARE CUT OUT OF GOLD WITH A CHISEL. THIS METHOD WAS FURTHER DEVELOPED BY

THE BYZANTINE GOLDSMITHS.

 


