
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN HOLLOW CAST BRONZE VOTIVE HEAD OF A CAT
AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN HOLLOW CAST BRONZE VOTIVE HEAD OF A CAT SACRED TO THE GODDESS BASTET

MOUNTED ON AN OLD MUSEUM MARBLE BASE ENTITLED ‘HEAD OF A CAT EMBLEM OF BAST. BUBASTIS’
TO THE UNDERSIDE A FURTHER INSCRIPTION IN PENCIL ‘Â€¦ 12/5/193Â€¦. EX COLL HON. AUBERON HERBERT’

LATE DYNASTIC PERIOD CIRCA 664 - 332 BC
SIZE: 6.5CM HIGH, 4.5CM WIDE, 5.5CM DEEP - 2½ INS HIGH, 1¾ INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP / 8.5CM HIGH - 3¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

CATS WERE IMPORTANT IN ANCIENT EGYPT BOTH AS DOMESTIC PETS AND AS SYMBOLS OF THE DEITIES BASTET AND RA.
THERE WERE TWO INDIGENOUS SPECIES, THE JUNGLE CAT ‘FELIS CHAUS’ WHICH IS ONLY FOUND IN EGYPT AND

SOUTHEASTERN ASIA, AND THE AFRICAN WILD CAT ‘FELIS SILVESTRIS LIBYCA’. BASTET WAS THE CAT GODDESS AND
PARTICULARLY POPULAR AS THE PROTECTRESS OF THE HOUSEHOLD. SHE WAS THE LOCAL DEITY OF THE TOWN OF

BUBASTIS WHOSE NAME MEANS ‘SHE OF THE BAST (OINTMENT JAR).’ SHE WAS REGARDED NOT ONLY AS THE DAUGHTER
OF THE SUN GOD, BUT ALSO AS THE MORE PROTECTIVE ASPECT OF THE MOTHER-GODDESS, IN CONTRAST TO THE

AGGRESSIVE IMAGE OF THE LIONESS-HEADED SEKHMET. PORTRAYED AS A CAT-HEADED WOMAN SOMETIMES CARRYING
A SISTRUM OR RATTLE AND ACCOMPANIED BY A GROUP OF SMALL KITTENS, SHE COULD BE FOUND IN THE TEMPLES, IN

THE HOME AND IN FUNERARY CONTEXTS.

 


