
DUTCH EAST INDIES JAVANESE ROYAL PRESENTATION GEM SET WALKING CANE
A DUTCH EAST INDIES JAVANESE ROYAL PRESENTATION GEM SET WALKING CANE THE SHAFT INLAID WITH EXOTIC

WOODS IN PATTERNS OF DELICATE VINES THE GOLD TOP MOUNTED IN DIAMONDS AND RUBIES WITH INITIALS ‘PBX’ FOR
THE MUSLIM KING PAKU BUWONO X (1866 - 1939) THE 10TH SUSUHUNAN OR RULER OF SURAKARTA

LATE 19TH – EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 98.5CM LONG - 38¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

SURAKARTA IS A LARGE CITY IN CENTRAL JAVA LYING ON THE RIVER SOLO AND HAS A TROPICAL MONSOON CLIMATE. IT
WAS PART OF THE DUTCH EAST INDIA VOC UNTIL 1800 WHEN IT PASSED INTO THE HANDS OF THE DUTCH CROWN.

ALONGSIDE THE DUTCH RULING ELITE THERE EXISTED A JAVANESE ARISTOCRACY WHICH FUNCTIONED AS AN
INTERMEDIARY BETWEEN THE INDIGENOUS POPULATION AND THE COLONIAL CIVIL SERVICE.

PAKU BUWONO X REIGNED FROM 1893 TO 1939 AND WAS THE LONGEST RULING SUSUHUNAN OF SURAKARTA. HIS REIGN
COINCIDED WITH THE MOVEMENT FOR JAVANESE INDEPENDENCE WHICH HE SUPPORTED. HE ALSO WAS A PATRON AND

SUPPORTER OF THE NEW LOCAL POLITICAL GROUPS SUCH AS THE BUDI UTOMO, THE FIRST JAVANESE POLITICAL
SOCIETY. ALTHOUGH HE BELIEVED IN INDEPENDENCE HE WAS VERY AWARE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF BOTH LOCAL AND

INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. MANY IMPORTANT VISITORS WERE ENTERTAINED AT HIS PALACE OR KRATON IN
SURAKARTA AND HE WAS RENOWNED FOR HIS GENEROSITY AND GIVING OF LAVISH DIPLOMATIC GIFTS. A VERY SIMILAR

WALKING CANE TO THIS EXAMPLE WAS PRESENTED TO THE BELGIAN AMBASSADOR IN 1900.

 


