Finch & C°

OTTOMAN CURVED CRESCENT SHAPED POWDER FLASK

ALARGE OTTOMAN CURVED CRESCENT SHAPED POWDER FLASK OF ELEPHANT HIDE ON AWOODCORE WITH WALRUS
IVORY FINIAL AND BONE BOTTLE SHAPED NOZZLE SET ON AN IVORY PLATE WITH ASHUTTER BELOWPULLING OUT TO
RELEASE THE GUNPOWDER
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 21CMHIGH, 20.5CMWIDE, 7.5CMDEEP - 8" INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

ASIMLAR SHAPED POWDER FLASK OF RIBBED BUFFALO HORN IS IN THE COLLECTIONS OF THE DRESDEN ARMOURY
WHICH WAS ONCE IN THE TURKISH CHAVBER. THIS COLLECTION OF MAGNIFICENT TURKISH WEAPONS AND RELATED
ARTEFACTS WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE LATE 16 TH CENTURY BY THE ELECTOR OF SAXONY. IT HAD ITS OWN DESIGNATED
AREAWITHIN THE ARMOURY AND ATTESTS TO THE GREAT FASCINATION THAT EUROPE HAD WITH THE OTTOMAN
CULTURE ESPECIALLY AFTER THE SIEGE OF VIENNAIN 1683.

POWDER FLASKS WERE USED FOR CHARGE POWDER AND WERE OFTEN MADE OF HORN AND SO REFERRED TOAS
‘POWDER HORNS'. WHETHER MADE OF WOOQOD, LEATHER, METAL OR SHELL THEY ALL HAD ADEVICE FOR MEASURING THE
CHARGE OF POWDER ATTACHED TO THE OUTLET. THEIR SIZE AND SHAPE VARIED ACROSS THE WORLD, BUT GENERALLY

THE OLDER ONES ARE LARGER AS GUNPOWDER WAS MUCH LESS POWERFUL THAN LATER ON. OTTOMAN POWDER
FLASKS ARE DISTINCTIVE IN STYLE AND WERE USED TO CHARGE THEIR ORNATELY DECORATED MUZZLE LOADING GUNS.



