
SET OF SIX OTTOMAN TURKISH SHERBET SPOONS
A SET OF SIX OTTOMAN TURKISH SHERBET SPOONS WITH FACETED CORAL STEMS INLAID WITH CUT STEEL AND BALEEN

AND WITH CARVED WALRUS IVORY BOWLS
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 21.5CM LONG - 8½ INS LONG (EACH)

 
LITERATURE

IT IS SAID THAT SETS OF EXOTIC SHERBET SPOONS WERE EXCLUSIVELY PRODUCED BY THE CRAFTSMEN OF THE
WORKSHOPS IN THE GROUNDS OF THE TOPKAPI PALACE IN ISTANBUL FOR THE USE OF THE GRAND VIZIERS AT THEIR

MEETINGS IN THE DIVAN ‘KUBBE ALTI’, BUT IT IS KNOWN FROM ORIENTALIST PAINTINGS THAT THE LADIES OF THE HAREM
ALSO USED THESE BEAUTIFUL SPOONS FOR THEIR AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS. THESE CONSISTED OF FRAGRANT

COMPOTES OF DRIED FRUIT KNOWN AS ‘HOSAF’ WHICH WOULD BE EATEN FROM A COMMUNAL BOWL WITH THE AID OF A
SPOON.

 


