
JAPANESE ‘JIZAI OKIMONO’ A FORGED IRONWORK ARTICULATED MODEL OF A SNAKE
A JAPANESE ‘JIZAI OKIMONO’ A FORGED IRONWORK ARTICULATED MODEL OF A SNAKE WITH GILDED SILVER EYES AND

FORKED TONGUE SET IN AN OPEN MOUTH
MEIJI PERIOD (1868 - 1912) 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 42CM LONG - 16½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

HAVING THE UNDULATING MOVEMENT OF A REAL SNAKE, THE BODY IS COMPOSED OF MANY CYLINDRICAL PARTS THAT
MOVE FREELY AND ENABLE THE SHAPE TO BE CHANGED INTO ANY ARRANGEMENT OF FLOWING CURVES OR TIGHT

COILS. FORGED IRON ARTICULATED ANIMALS STARTED TO BE MADE IN THE MID EDO PERIOD OF THE 18TH CENTURY. A
FIGURE OF A DRAGON, NOW IN THE TOKYO NATIONAL MUSEUM, IS INSCRIBED WITH THE NAME MYÅCHIN KISÅZAI AND THE

DATE 1713. HIS FAMILY WERE FAMOUS AS MAKERS OF ARMS AND ARMOUR, SWORD FITTINGS AND EQUESTRIAN
EQUIPMENT, THEIR HISTORY IN TRADE EXTENDING BACK TO THE MUROMACHI PERIOD, (1392 - 1573). ORIGINALLY THE

‘JIZAI’ WERE MADE AS SOUVENIRS FOR THE ‘DAIMYO’ AND AS A WAY OF ADVERTISING THEIR SKILLS TO POTENTIAL
CUSTOMERS FOR ARMOUR, BUT WITH THE ADVENT OF PEACE IN JAPAN DURING THE MID EDO PERIOD, THE ORNAMENTAL

IRONWORK PIECES BECAME MORE IMPORTANT PRODUCTS.
THE DETAILED FINE WORKMANSHIP OF THE ARTICULATED ‘JIZAI’, AT WHICH THE JAPANESE CRAFTSMEN EXCELLED,

CAPTURED THE EYE OF 19TH CENTURY WESTERN VISITORS AND AN OVERSEAS EXPORT MARKET BEGAN TO BE
DEVELOPED. DURING THE LATE 19TH CENTURY THE ARMOURERS AND METAL-SMITHS WERE PROHIBITED BY LAW FROM
MANUFACTURING SWORDS AND MANY WORKSHOPS CLOSED WITH THEIR MAIN SOURCE OF INCOME TERMINATED. SOME
OF THE IRON WORKERS TURNED THEIR ATTENTION TO THE PRODUCTION OF JIZAI OKIMONO AND FOR A WHILE TRADE

FLOURISHED, BUT BY THE OUTBREAK OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR PRODUCTION HAD ALL BUT STOPPED.

 


