
VICTORIAN JEWELLED AND GILDED SILVER SEAL DEPICTING A BLACKAMOOR
A VICTORIAN JEWELLED AND GILDED SILVER SEAL DEPICTING A BLACKAMOOR THE BASE WITH AN UNCUT ALMANDINE

GARNET THE TURBAN WITH LARGE BAROQUE PEARL AND SET WITH A GREEN GARNET THE MOOR WEARING DROP
EARRINGS SET WITH GREEN GARNETS HIS EYES OF PEARLS HIS SHOULDERS SET WITH RED AND GREEN GARNETS AND

A PEARL
CONTAINED IN ORIGINAL FITTED LEATHER CASE

CIRCA 1840 - 1860
SIZE: 5.5CM HIGH, 2¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE BLACKAMOOR WAS A FAVOURITE SUBJECT IN EUROPEAN RENAISSANCE ART AND WAS TYPICALLY DEPICTED AS A
MALE WEARING A TURBAN AND COVERED WITH COSTLY JEWELS. CONSIDERED EXOTIC AND RICHLY DECORATIVE, THE
MOST FAMOUS FIGURE IS PROBABLY THAT IN THE GREEN VAULTS IN DRESDEN KNOWN AS THE ‘MOOR WITH EMERALD

CLUSTER’ CREATED BY BALTHASAR PERMOSER IN 1724.
THE USE OF THE ‘MOORS HEAD’ IN ART AND AS A HERALDIC DEVICE DATES FROM THE 13TH CENTURY, AND THE TERM

‘MORO’ WAS INTENDED TO DESIGNATE THE SARACENS, THE ETHIOPIANS, THE TURKS AND THE LIBYANS. THE TERM HAS
DIRECT CONNECTIONS WITH THE VENETIAN EMPIRE AND ITS COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES, AS WELL AS WITH THE MIDDLE

EAST AND THE CRUSADER KNIGHTS FIGHTING FOR SALAH ED DIN.

 


